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Talks begin on Palestinian refugees 

TUNIS (Petra) — A conference of Arab court fries supervising affaire of 
Palestauan refugees began here Monday attended by dekrates from 
Jordan, Syria, , Patetme, Lebanon and the Arab League Educational 
Scwmficand Cultural Otranisation (ALESCO). Thesecretary general of 
the Mimso? of Occupied Territories Affairs, Dr. Ahmad Qaranani, who 
is hearing Jordan's delegation to the conference, delivered a speech 
payiflg tribme to the current anti-brad uprising by Arab chizens m the 
occupied territories -He said arbitrary and repressive Israeli meastres had 
been subject to condemnation and denunciation by world public opinion. 
Qatanaxualso called for supporting the uprising. The week-long confer- 
ence is drscnssmg economic and social affairs of Palestinian refugees. 
Among these topics are Israel's attempts to seize Arab water resources in 
the occupied Arab territories, living conditions at Palestinian refugee 
camps as well as the furore of university graduates in the occnoied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. ^ 
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Argentine rebel leader surrenders 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Rebel leader Aldo Rico surrendered to loyalist 
forces surrounding his stronghold in the nonhem town of Monte Caseros 
Monday, the official Argentine news agency Tclam reported, quoting a 
general. Fifth Army Corps commander Humberto Fcrrucci told TcJam in 
the city of Bahia Blanca that "ex-Lieu tenant -Colonel Rico hits handed 
himself over to the legal forces." He said Rico laid down his arms and 
gave himself up to the commander of the third infantry brigade at the 
rebel base in Monte Caserns, 630 kilometres north of Buenos Aires. 
President Raul Alfonsin’s government had earlier turned down a 
conditional surrender offer by Rico and had pledged to crush the rebellion 
on its own terms, presidential press spokesman Jose Ignacio Lopez said. 
Revolts in other military bases throughout Argentina (see page 8) had also 
been crushed, official sources said, with the exception of the I9ih infantry 
regiment in the northern dty of Tucuman. The sources said the situation 
in Tucuman was not dear. Provincial officials sard the town of Monte 
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Draft resolution 
demands Israeli 
pullout from Lebanon 

essdriyj UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
^ Ignoring the prospect of a United 
' States veto, six states proposed 
' . r Monday that the Security Council 
again demand the withdrawal of 
'z^. all Israeli troops from Lebanon. 
Their draft resolution also re- 
' ' S, quested the council to deplore 

" - ' B:>. strongly Israel’s repeated attacks 
' ’ against Lebanese territory and 

other measures against civilians. 
Israel would be requested to 
J •: cease encroaching on Lebanese 

land, constructing roads and 
nttH'jg. fences that violate the border and 
attempting to occupy or change 
the status of Lebanese territory, 
\ or impede the return of the effec- 
: ; 'V tive authority of the Beirut gov- 
‘ eminent. 

; 3 Syrians hanged 

for spying 

DAMASCUS (R) — Three Sy- 
rians were hanged in a Damascus 
central square at dawn Monday 
for spying for Israel. Eyewitnes- 
ses said the three men, all civi- 
lians, were taken to the scaffold 
after being found guilty of spying 
and, according to Synan news- 
papers, for having “sold them- 
selves to the Zionist enemy for a 
handful of dollars.” One of the 
executed men, 40-year-old 
Mohammad Salem Yahya Badr, 
came from Damascus. Tire news- 
papers said another, 35-year-old 
Fu’ad Ali Hassan wasirom Lata- 
kia, and 53-year-old Adrian Mus- 
tafa Mahfonz from Hama. 

Tunisian premier 
visits Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Tunisian Prime 
Minister JHedf Bacconchc. paying I 
a short visit to Egypt Monday, 
emphasised the strong ties be- 
tween the two countries despite 
the absence of formal diplomatic 
relations. “Any challenge to 
either Egypt or Tunisia is a chal- 
lenge to both countries,” Bao- 
couche told reporters at the air- 
port, where be met Prime Minis- 
ter Atef Sedki and Foreign Minis- 
ter Esmat Abdul Megutid. Bac- 
couche’s one-hour stopover on 
his way to tour Arab Gulf states 
was the latest in a series of 
contacts between Egypt and 
Tunisia amid unconfirmed Arab 
press reports that formal ties 
wodd soon be restored. 

Aden demands 
return of ex-president 

BAHRAIN (AP) — South Ye- 
men Monday demanded that 
North Yemen hand over former 
President Ali Nasser Mohammad 
to face execution, following his 
sentencing last month in absentia, 
the Gulf News Agency (GNA) 
reported. The agency, reporting 
from Aden, said the demand was 
contained in a statement issued 
by South Yemen’s Supreme Peo- 
ple’s Council. The statement said 
the extradition of Nasser Moham- 
mad and others who were 
“Seeing justice... would be in line 
with international law and 
norms.” 


200,000 forced to remain inside camps; 
UNRWA reports critical food situation 


Gaza remains under 
Israeli army siege 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops barred 200,000 Palestinians 
from leaving their homes in Gaza Strip 
refugee camps for a seventh straight day 
Monday. 


The Israeli army said seven of 
eight refugee camps were under 
curfew in the occupied Gaza 
Strip. The West Bank village of 
Salfit, where troops shot and 
wounded two Palestinians during 
a demonstration last week, was 
also under curfew. 

Israelis have killed at least 39 
Palestinians and wounded 300 in 
anti-Israeli protests that began six 
weeks ago. 

A combination of the curfews, 
a show of force and bad weather 
brought a relative calm to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip Mon- 
day. In incidents overnight, 
stone-throwers pelted two Israeli 
buses in the Jerusalem area, but 
no one was injured. 

Residents of the West Bank 
town of Ramallah said soldiers 
forced them to open shops by 
cutting their locks overnight. 

The army said its policy was to 
reopen stores dosed in response 
to Palestinian strike calls. 

Troops also forced storm to 
open on the main street in Gaza 


City, but there were no custom- 
ers, only large number of soldiers 
keeping an eye on disgruntled 
shopkeepers. 

la Arab Jerusalem, stores were 
shuttered in an almost complete 
commercial strike. Soldiers were 
seen trying to force open several 
shops. 

The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) says 
there are serious shortages of 
food in the eight Gaza Strip 
camps, where more than 200,000 
Palestinian refugees have been 
living under curfew for periods of 
a week to 13 days. 

Most families were down to 
one meal a day, with parents 
going hungry to feed their chil- 
dren, a senior UNRWA official 
said. 

UNRWA said Sunday that 
Israeli troops were barring the 
distribution of food in some Gaza 
camps. But UNRWA officials 
said troops permitted food trucks 
to enter several camps Monday. 

A new coalition ofWaelis call- 


ing themselves “People with a 
Conscience” said its members 
would take a three-truck convoy 

of food to Gaza refugees 
Tuesday. 

The army has interfered with 
UNRWA efforts to take 
emergency food supplies into the 
camps. In several places, bread 
and rice had to be thrown off 
U.N. trucks at random to whoev- 
er was standing around. 

AP reporter Jocelyn Noveck 
saw troops seize baskets of food 
from six women outside the 
Bureij camp Monday and trample 
them as the women looked on 
screaming. 

Israel last week started laying 
economic siege to camps on the 
assumption that Palestinians un- 
able to work and deprived of 
income would pressure them to 
call a truce. 

Israeli businessmen say the cur- 
fews and strikes are slowing pro- 
duction in factories that employ 
West Bank and Gaza Arabs. 

In southern Israel, the govern- 
ment enlisted 10,000 high school 
volunteers to pick citrus, a major 
export which most be harvested 
by the end of February. The job 
requires 15,000 workers, half of 
whom come from occupied terri- 
tories. 

(Can On Bed on page 3) 



An Israeli soldier forces open an Arab store in Jerusalem 


EC accord with 
Israel in jeopardy 

STRASBOURG, France (R) — 
The European Parliament is to 
delay considering a trade accord 
between Israel and the European 
Community (EC) partly because 
of opposition to the Jewish state's 
actions in handling Arab protests 
in the occupied territories, parlia- 
ment sources said Monday. 
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Goulding: Israeli occupation intolerable 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— U.N. special envoy Marrack 
Goulding has said that 20 years of 
Israeli occupation of tire West 
Bank and Gaza Strip had pro- 
duced an intolerable situation for 
both Palestinians and Israelis. 

In an interview with Reuters on 
the eve of his return to New York 
after a week-long mission, 
Goulding said Sunday: 

“The status quo is not stable or 
safe and there has got to be an 
effective and firm effort by the 
international commnnity to 
negotiate a political settlement to 
what is a political problem.” 
The under- se ere taiy-ge n eral 
said despair and hopelessness 
among Palestinians had exploded 
into violence. 

“They really do hate the 
occupation,” he said. 

Goulding also acknowledged 
that he held a secret meeting with 
a representative of the Islamic 
Jihad fundamentalist guerrilla 
movement in Gaza last Tuesday, 
but declined to comment on the 



Marrack Gonkfing 

content of the talks. 

Israel describes the clandestine 
group as the most dangerous 
Palestinian organisation in the 
Gaza Strip. The meeting took 
place at the Gaza headquarters of 
the U.N. Relief and Works 


Agency (UNRWA) but was not 
included on his printed schedule, 
informed sources said. 

Goulding said the uprising pre- 
sented a difficult and complicated 
challenge to what he called the 
high standards by which Israel 
governed itself. 

His mission to study the situa- 
tion in the Israeli-occupied terri- 
tories was dogged by violent 
dashes, army curfews which pre- 
vented him entering several re- 
fugee camps and the refusal of 
the Israeli prime minister, Yit- 
zhak Shamir, to meet him. 

But Goulding said he was en- 
couraged that the Israeli foreign 
minister, Shimon Peres, and roe 
defence minister, Yitzhak Rabin, 
recognised the need for a political 
solution. 

No comment oa i ec o mmendat ioe 

Goulding would not say what 
recommendations he would make 
to U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, who must re- 


port to the Security Council 
Wednesday. 

But he played down specula- 
tion that the U.N. might try to 
send observers to oversee the 
safety of the 1.5 million Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories. 

“The government of Israel has 
stated in very firm terms it would 
not accept the deployment of 
U.N. military personnel in the 
territories,” he said. 

Noting that the United Nations 
accepted Israel’s responsibility 
for security in the area under the 
4th Geneva convention on the 
status of territories in war, he 
said: “One has to be a little 
careful about this idea that the 
U.N. would simply send military 
personnel to the occupied terri- 
tories.” 

Goulding said the secretary- 
general was very worried about 
Israel’s blockade of Gaza refugee 
camps under curfew and he had 
intervened to try to allow 

(Continued on page 3) 


Shevardnadze urges easing 
of Western curbs on exports 


BONN (Agencies) — Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze opened talks in Bonn 
Monday by urging the West to 
ease trade restrictions on adv- 
anced technology exports to the 
East bloc, officials said. 

Shevardnadze and West Ge- 
ar an Foreign Minister Hans^Diet- 
rich Genscher met for 90 minutes 
with their delegations, which then 
broke into working groups on 
security and disarmament, legal 
and h umani tarian questions and 
bilateral issues. 

“Both sides underlined the im- 
portance of overcoming the divi- 
sion of Europe,” the West Ger- 
man Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement after talks. 

Diplomatic sources quoted by 
Reuter said Shevardnadze and 
Genscher had expressed satisfac- 
tion, at progress to date in build- 
ing Soviet-West German rela- 
tions and had stressed the seed to 
deepen ties to create a safer 
“European home,” 

Sources dose to the delega- 
tions said Shevardnadze had cal- 
led for an easing of restrictions on 
East-West trade imposed by the 
Western trade body Cocom, the 
coordinating committee for mul- 
tinational export controls. 

The Soviet appeal comes at a 
time when West Germany, 
pushed by its business commun- 
ity, vis seeking greater Cocom 
flexibility on exports of advanced 
technology to Eastern Europe. 

Cocom was set up in 1950 to 
prevent sales' - to ' Communist 



Edoard Shevardnadze 

countries of technology with 
possible military applications. It 
groups all NATO members ex- 
cept Iceland, and includes Japan. 

Shevardnadze also discussed 
arms control issues with West 
German President Richard von 
Weizsaecker after his talks with 
Genscher. 

' In a discussion on conventional 
forces and chemical weapons, 
they said, Shevardnadze acknow- 
ledged East-West imbalance and 
said the matter should be dis- 
cussed. 

Genscher said after the talks he 
believed the Kremlin was pre- 
pared to end, its superiority in 

(Continued oa page 3) 

NATO chief wants longer range 
nrissiks page 8 


Iraqi dissident leader 
shot dead in Khartoum 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — A 
gunman has shot dead a promin- 
ent exiled Iraqi opposition leader 
in the crowded lobby of Khar- 
toum’s HDton Hotel, then fired 
shots into the ceiling to scare 
witnesses into letting him escape. 

Police were searching Monday 
for the killer of Mahdi Al Hakim, 
a Shi’ite Muslim leader whose 
brother serves as chairman of the 
Iranian-backed “Supreme Assem- 
bly of the Islamic Revolution of 
Iraq.” 

Hakim, according to Egypt’s 
Middle East News Agency 
(MENA), was in Khartoum to 
attend an Islamic conference — 
although be had not been invited 
— at which Baghdad was repre- 
sented by an official delegation. 

The attacker also shot Hakim's 
nephew, Halim Abdul Wahab 
Hakim, in the leg in the hotel 
Sunday evening and MENA said 
the wounded man identified the 
assailant as an Iraqi. 

Witnesses to the shooting told 
Renteis that the gunman. Who 
may have had an accomplice 
waiting in car outside, 
approached the ^reception desk 
and asked to speak to Hakim, 
who was in the lobby. 

They said the two men bad a 
brief conversation and then 
Hakim called Abdul Wahib over 
to meet the visitor. 

At that point,the witnesses said 
the man polled a gun and shot the . immediately dosed Khartoum 
two men. airport, but waiting aircraft were 

“He fired six shots in all,” said allowed to take off without taking 
fan Indian visitor to the hotel, on passengers. 


“He shot into the air, making a 
hole in the ceiling. 

“He also shot at but missed a 
hotel employee who hadn't 
heeded the warning,” he added. 

The attacker ran out and dis- 
appeared. Police mounted an in- 
tensive search for the assailant 
and were closely checking passen- 
gers at Khartoum airport. 

Police interviewed guests and 
employees at the hotel but told 
Reuters they had made little 
progress so far in finding the 

Although Interior Minister 
Sidahmed A1 Hussein and severe! 
senior police officers rushed to 
the hotel on news of the shooting, 
Hakim's body was not removed 
from the lobby for more than two 
hours, witnesses said. 

Hakim, bom in 1934, was ac- 
cused of attempting to overthrow 
the Baghdad government in 1969 
and secretly left Iraq the same 
year. 

Sudan’s minister of culture and 
information, Altom Mohammad, 
vowed that those responsible for 
the murder would be caught. 

He told the Sudan News Agen- 
cy (SUNA) that foreigners who 
settled their scores on Sudanese 
soil were abusing the country's 
traditional tolerance. 

In an apparent effort to pre- 
vent the attackers from leaving 
the country. Sudanese authorities 


Parliament 

committees 

discuss 

Palestinian 

uprising 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Foreign 
Affairs Committee and the Occu- 
pied Territories Affairs Commit- 
tee of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment held a joint meeting Mon- 
day and discussed the ongoing 
Palestinian uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The meeting, held under the 
chairmanship of Lower House 
Speaker Akef AI Fayez, reviewed 
the situation in the occupied terri- 
tories and deputies speaking at 
the session denounced Israel’s 
brutal practices - against tbe 
Palestinian protesters, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Petra quoted Fayez as saying 
that the uprising was bound to 
erupt sooner or later. “It demon- 
strates tiie Arab people’s feelings 
and reaction to Israel's inhuman 
practices and disregard of their 
legitimate rights,” Petra quoted 
the speaker as saying. 

Members of the two commit- 
tees spoke at the meeting and 
voiced their condemnation of 
Israel’s practices against Palesti- 
nian civilians. 

■“The Israelis have revealed 
their evil and terrorist nature to 
tbe whole through their practices 
against our people, demolition of 
homes, killing of innocent people 
and expelling Palestinians from 
their homeland,” Petra summed 
up the central theme of the de- 
puties’ speeches. 

Petra said that, in view of the 
continuing protests and Israeli 
actions against the protesters, the 
committees decided to consider 
their meetings to be in constant 
session and to await an official 
government statement on the up- 
riang. Petra said the committees 
also derided to issue a detailed 
statement later. 

Kuwait to send aid 

Kuwait said Monday it would 
send food and medicine worth $5 
million to Palestinians in the 
occupied territories to help them 
to continue anti-Israeli protests. 

The Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) quoted Rashid Abdul 
Aziz Al Rashid, minister of state 
for cabinet affairs, as saying after 
the weekly cabinet meeting that 
the aid would be sent through the 
United Nations. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Peres renews bid 
for early elections 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Tbe 
Israeli foreign minister. Shimon 
Peres, called for a spring election 
Monday, saying Israel’s govern- 
ment was too divided to make 
peace with the Arabs or curb the 
anti-occupation protests in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

But his rival, the prime minis- 
ter. Yitzhak Shamir, insisted 
Israel must first restore “order” 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Shamir also called on the Un- 
ited States and Egypt to help 
revive talks on “autonomy” for 
the occupied territories as out- 
lined in the 1979 Camp David 
accords. 

Peres, whose party shares power 
in an uneasy coalition govern- 
ment with Shamir’s right-wing 
Likud bloc, foiled to muster a 
majority to dissolve the Knesset 
(parliament) on the issue of a 
peace conference last year. 

Elections are scheduled for 
November but Peres, the Labour 
Party leader, said they could take 


place within three months if en- 
dorsed by parliament. 

Asked how he intended to 
break the cabinet deadlock, Peres 
told reporters in northern Israel: 
“Maybe we cannot, so the people, 
will have to deride and maybe the 
earlier the better.” 

He said he would raise the 
possibility of early elections with 
the Labour Party centra! com- 
mittee. 

Shamir immediately declared 
his opposition to the idea, saying: 
“At this time when we are under 
attack, it would not be good for 
the people of Israel to enter into 
an elections war. It will weaken 
our position in the eyes of the 
Arabs.” 

Peres says an international con- 
ference is the only way to bring 
about direct Arab-Israeli talks, 
but Shamir says it would only try 
to force Israel into giving up the 
occupied territories. 

It was the first time Peres had 

(Continued on page 3) 


Syrian minister says 
more contacts needed 
to heal rift with Iraq 

By Hamadeh Fara’neh 
Special to the Jordan Times 


DAMASCUS — Syria appreci- 
ates the efforts of His Majesty 
King Hussein and King Fahd Ibn 
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia to 
settle differences between Syria 
and Iraq but the Damascus-Bagh- 
dad rift is deep-rooted and re- 
quire more contacts and consulta- 
tions before fruitful results of the 
mediation endeavours are 
reached, Syrian Information 
Minister Mohammad Salman said 
Monday. 

“Syria’s differences with Iraq 
are not of geographical or mate- 
rial nature,” said Salman in an 
exclusive interview with the Jor- 
dan Times and Al Ra’i. “They 
are of a special nature, stemming 
mainly from the two countries' 
basic stands with regard to 
national issues,” the minister 
added. 

“Syria has always considered 
the Arab-Israeli conflict as of 
prime importance and believes 
that this issue should be given 
priority over all other considera- 
tions and that all efforts should be 
geared towards countering 
Israel’s expansionist plans,” he 
said. "This belief has given rise to 
numerous differences between 
Syria and Iraq,” he explained 
further. 

In reply to a question on Syria’s 



Mohammad Salman 
efforts to end the seven-year-old 
war between Iran and Iraq. Sal- 
man said Damascus had been 
trying to settle the conflict ever 
since it broke out. “Syria believes 
that the war should hie brought to 
an end so as to prevent a drain in 
Arab and Islamic resources — 
human and material — which 
should be mobilised in the con- 
frontation with Israel,” he said. 

“Syria also believes that the 
Iran-lraq war constitutes a source 
of danger to world security and 
stability and it deflects world 
attention from Israel’s aggression 
on Arab countries," said the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq rejects Iranian 
claim of new offensive 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Bagh- 
dad denied an Iranian claim Mon- 
day that its Revolutionary 
Guards killed or wounded 2,000 
Iraqi troops in the second phase 
of an offensive in the northern 
mountains of Iraqi Kurdistan. 

“All the figures announced by 
Tehran about Iraqi losses are 
incorrect,” Abdul Jabbar 
Mohsen, head of the Iraqi De- 
fence Ministry’s political depart- 
ment, told reporters in Baghdad. 

Tehran Radio quoted a war 
communique as saying the Iraqis 
suffered 2.000 casualties when 
the Iranians repelled two coun- 
ter-attacks in the Mawut area 
Sunday. 

Denying the report, Mohsen 
said the Iraqi army was now 
eliminating the remaining pock- 
ets of the offensive.” He added 
that the Iranian attacks ended 
Monday after huge Iranian 
losses. 

Iran said it launched the assault 
Friday to drive Iraqi forces from 
heights around the garrison town 
of Mawut, occupied by Iran last 
June, and clear the way for furth- 
er operations in the area. 

Mawut, 10 kilometres from the 
Iranian border, is 120 kilometres 
north of Iraq's main oil-produc- 
ing area of Kirkuk. 

‘Our forces are chasing the 
remnants of the Iranian forces 
which started their offensive 
three days ago... and it is the 
same offensive,” Mohsen said. 

Iraqi paper scoffs at talks 
The Iraqi government newspaper 


Al Joumhouriya scoffed at Arab 
efforts to open a dialogue be- 
tween Iran and Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states to ease 
tension in the region. 

Al Joumhouriya pointed to re- 
cent Threats by Iranian leaders 
against Arab Gulf states, and 
repeated Baghdad's warnings 
that Iran was preparing for a 
major offensive against Iraq. 

It said the Iranian threats were 
clear evidence that Iran "does not 
recognise any dialogue but that 
which relies on force.” 

The comment, which came in 
an editorial in the leading daily, 
was the first from Iraq on a 
diplomatic offensive launched by 
Syria in December, which cul- 
minated last week with meetings 
between Iranian and United 
Arab Emirates officials in Tehran 
and Abu Dhabi. 

“Those who think that the 
Tehran rulers have even the 
slightest willingness for peace 
should have understood and care- 
fully looked into the Iranian pre- 
paredness to carry out new milit- 
ary adventure against Iraq.” the 
paper said. 

'Such an adventure is not in- 
tended against Iraq alone but it 
embodies the Iranian grand in- 
tension to expand in the Gulf 
area,” the paper warned. 

Iranian Parliament Speaker 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said Friday 
the military were on “frill alert” 
ready to attack Iraq. 

Iranian speedboats pose ‘major’ 
threat to shipping, page 2 
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fome-Middlt East news 


Pope condemns Israeli action 


against A1 Aqsa worshipers 


ROME (R) — Pope John Paul, unusually answering 
reporters’ questions, has said he found Israeli police 
action against worshipers at a revered Jerusalem 
Mosque Friday unacceptable. 


He went on to say the Soviet 
Union had not invited him for a 
visit this year. 

The pontiff visited Rome's 
Foreign Press Club on Sunday for 
its 75th anniversary and once 
again demonstrated bis mastery 
of the media. 

He usually answers reporters 
only on planes during foreign 
tours but agreed to take five 
questions when asked by the club 
president at the end of a speech 
on jourDalists , dudes. 

After two uninspired questions 
the Pope himself challenged re- 
porters, saying he had expected 
“more naughty" queries from the 
200 in the room. 

A T unisi an journalist asked his 
opinion on die use by Israeli 


police of tear gas against people 
leaving Jerusalem's Ai Aqsa 
Mosque, Islam's third-holiest 
shrine, after Friday prayers. 

“Certainly, one cannot accept 
in any way what you mentioned, 
that is, attacking people in 
prayer," he said. 

He said he recognised Jewish 
rights and added: “But there are 
also rights for other people, for 
example, the Palestinians." Vati- 
can policy to that Israel has a 
right to exist but the Palestinians 
need a homeland. 

“A solution must be found and 
to find the solution the two sides 
must act, It must be bilateral. 
World opinion is waiting... They 
have been morally invited to 
tackle Ae problem, to resolve a 


situation which is so painful,” the 
Pope said. 

Last month, the Pope criticised 
violence in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, where at least 39 
Palestinians have been killed in 
five weeks of revolt. 

The Palestinian question and 
differences over whether Jeru- 
salem should be the Israeli capital 
are the two main obstacles to 
diplomatic ties between the Vati- 
can and Israel. 

The Pope, who wants Jeru- 
salem to have international status 
protecting it as sacred for Christ- 
ians, Muslims and Jews, said the 
city was a moral point of refer- 
ence for the great religions. 

The other main topic was 
whether he would visit the Soviet 
Union this year for the one- 
thousandth anniversary of the ad- 
vent of Christianity there. 

The Pope said: “I think you are 
preparing for this trip more than I 
am. It must be a real visit as a 


U.K. commander: Iranian speedboats ‘major threat’ 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
The commander of a British 
warship on patrol duties in the 
Gulf said Monday he considers 
Iranian speedboats the major 
threat to commercial navigation. 

The comment by Commander 
Robert I. Money was similar to a 
view expressed by U.S. Defence 
Secretary Frank Carlucd during 
his visit to the Gulf earlier this 
month. 

Money told reporters aboard 
the Royal Navy frigate HMS 
Scylia, during a port call at 
Bahrain, that there have been 
increasing contacts between the 
U.S. and Soviet naval units in the 
Gulf. “Glasnost is evident 
throughout the Gulf," he said. 

The Scylia is a member of the 
JLO-unit Annilla Patrol, Britain’s 
contribution to the armada of 
Western naval forces beefed up in 
the past year as Iranian threats to 
commercial navigation in the 
waterway escalated. 

In a possibly parallel move to 
an ejected thinning out of 
warships by the U.S. Navy, 
Money said Britain’s supply ship, 
HMS Abdiel, would be released 
from duty, reducing the Armilla 
Patrol to 9 units. 


' But he rejected any criticism of 
the deployment of the naval task 
forces in the region, stressing 
their importance for national flag 
vessels. 

Stressing that he was speaking 
personally, the officer said he 
thought a multinational fleet 
under the U.N. flag was a feasible 
way to provide protection for 
vessels not protected by a particu- 
lar navy but "in sharp focus" for 
Iran’s raiders. 

“The more cooperation we can 
have by everyone in town, the 
better it would be," he said. “If 
all the nations cooperated, it 
would be a better thing to make 
the Gulf less dangerous to sail." 

The so-called tanker war, in 
which Iraq attacks Iran's oil tank- 
er lanes and Iran retaliates by 
striking neutral commercial ship- 


ping, has been “progressively de- 
teriorating," Money said. 

According to the London- 
based Lloyd’s Shipping Intelli- 
gence Unit, there were 34 strikes 
in December out of a total of 178 
ships attacked by both com- 
batants throughout the year, 
malting both 1987 and the month 
the worst since the tanker war 
began in 1984. 

Naval officers and others say the 
Iranians are growing more effi- 
cient with their attacks, whether 
through targeting ability or better 
weapons. 

Money said the speedboats su- 
perceded the “terrible threat” of 
Chinese-made Silkworm missiles 
that the Iranians have deployed 
at the strategic Strait of Hormuz, 
gateway to the Gulf. 

There were “practical difficul- 
ties..: in the selection and con- 
trol,” of firing a Silkworm at a 
ship passing through the narrow 
strait with so much traffic around, 
but “the speedboats are the big- 
gest threat,” he said. 

“They have a small radar signa- 
ture, are difficult to pick up and 
very difficult to detect... they 
have no radios, they are relatively 
heavily armed," he said. 


Incendiary devices 


In addition, he said, the Ira- 
nians have introduced incendiary 
devices, which he described as 
“phosphorus derived shells or 
grenades" that cause more severe 
fires aboard commercial ships. 

The most recent attack by 
Iran’s Swedish-built Boghammar 
speedboats, on the Liberian-fiag 
tanker Rainbow last Saturday, 
occurred in Omani territorial wa- 
ters, he noted." 

'The Omanis told them they 
were violating their water and 
directed them to leave, and the 
next moment the Rainbow was 
burning fiercely," Money said. 

Mines, speedboats, and the 
Silkworms are considered the 
three major threats to commer- 
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cial navigation in the Gulf, which 
provides about 20 per cent of the 
non-Com nranist World's oil 
supply. 

The convoy of U.S. warships 
and the reflagged Kuwaiti tanker 
Chesapeake City, a 79,999-ton 
petroleum products carrier, were 
spotted mid-morning as they 
approached the Strait of Hormuz. 

The U.S. convoy, the third this 
year by warships of the 11-unit 
U.S. Middle East Force for 
Kuwaiti tankers that fly the Stars 
and Stripes, set out from Kuwait 
on Friday and should have earlier 
completed the average 2 to 3-day 


trip through the waterway. 

But it had been delayed in the - 
central Gulf as it had to wait for a 
navy supply ship that was not at 
the rendezvous point north of the 
Qatar peninsula, according to 
U.S. Navy ofiaals. 

Money said known minefields 
had been cleared, but the Armilla 
Patrol would retain its four mine- 
hunting units because die threat 
could recur and it would take six 
weeks to bring them back. 

Two frigates and a destroyer 
“accompany" about 15 to 20 Brit- 
ish flag or British-owned com- 


mercial vessels every week 
through the Hormuz and up to 
the central Gulf. A convoy of 
British vessels was moving north- 
ward through the Hormuz on 
Monday as a U.S.-escorted one 
was saiung out. Helicopter-borne 
reporters said. 

Money said Royal Navy rules 
of engagement offer protection to 
the British ship>s and to “assisting 
in saving lives” aboard vessels of 
other nationalities when neces- 
sary. He cited various cases of 
humanitarian assistance by Brit- 
ish ships, including one on Christ- 
mas Day, to non-British ships. 

The Scylia has not been dose 
to any ship under attack. Asked 
what would happen if it were. 
Money said he would dedde at 
the time but stressed “we are not 
acting as policemen... it's more 
like picking up the pieces after 
action has taken place." 

He said there was a general 
atmosphere of tension in die 
Gulf, where ships must be vigi- 
lant against the Iraqis as well as 
the Iranians. “You learn to ex- 
pect the unexpected... as soon as 
the pattern is set... it changes... 
its’s all extremely unpredictable." 


Greece claims right to extend 
Aegean territorial waters 


ATHENS (R) — The Greek gov- 
ernment has reiterated that it had 
the right to extend Greece’s ter- 
ritorial waters in the Aegean Sea 
to 12 miles from she. 

“The extension of the Greek 
territorial waters to 12 miles from 
six is a purely Grtgk affair," 
government spokesman Yannis 
Roubatis said in a statement. 

Turkey said on Saturday it 
would not tolerate any Greek 
move to extend its territorial wa- 
ters in the Aegean, following a 
statement by Greek Energy 
Minister Anastassios Peponis that 
Greece was planning oil explora- 
tions in the disputed waters. 

The exchanges came two weeks 


before a planned meeting be- 
tween Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou and Tur- 
kish Prime Minister Turgut Qzal 
at an international economic 
forum in Switzerland. 

Greece and Turkey, both 
members of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO), 
nearly came to blows last March 
after Turkey said the seismic sur- 
vey ship Piri Reis would search 
for oil around three Greek islands 
off its coast. 

A clash was averted when the 
ship remained inside Turkish wa- 
ters and Papandreou has been 
exchanging messages with Ozal 
since then. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 


EXHIBITIONS 


SERVICE CLUBS 


It An exhibition about medical re- 
search in France at the French Col rural 
Centre (until Jan. 28). 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turidsh Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Chy 667181/6 

Y.W.CA 641793 

Y.W.M A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Ubrary 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 


The Amman liens Chsb. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hotel, 7 JO pan. 
Uoaa HubddpMa CUb. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7 JO p.m. 
P Ml n rtrtp l i fai Rotary dab. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Hobday Inn, 
1 JO pan. 


Rotary CUb. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal AidomobBe Chib, label Am- 
man, Eighth Circle. TeL 816534, 
817S34. 


CHURCHES 


MUSEUMS 


“Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum” Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, phis a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 940 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3 JO pan. - 640 
p.m. Closed on Friday, 
ftfttore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
.centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-S pan. 
Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quitia of Iordan. Jabal AJ QaTa 
(Grade! HID). Opening boms 9.00 

а. m.-S.OQ pan. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 aon. to 4.00 p.m.}. 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
aitists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of painting* by 
19th Century orientalist amstsMuota- 
zah, Jabal Luwdbdch- Opening horns: 
10.00 a.m. - 1 JO p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- : 

б. 00 p.m. Gored Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 
drur rfa of the Ammnciatloa (Romas 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salle Cbnrcfa (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, TeL 661757. 
Tcmsanta Church (Roman Catbofie), 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass hi Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at SJ0 
p.m. Td: 622366 


of the AnanaebAoa (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, TeL 623541. 
AngBcan Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. TeL 625383, 
tiaplain’s residence, teL 601399 
Armenian Catholic Ashrafieh, 

TeL 771331. 

Ar m e nian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh, Td. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Gntrcfa (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh, TeL 771751. 

Amman International Cbnrcfa (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Td. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of ibe Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 pjn. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation, (meets at the 
Good Shepherd’s Church) 
Iuteidtarominatfond-ecnmenhal En- 

S Service: Saturday 6:30 pan. Td. 
5. Rev. VeE. 

The Church of Jems ChrU of Latter- 
Day Sahas (Monaco) TeL 815817, 
821264. 
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Indonesia 
condemns 
Israeli attack 


Israeli army attempts to starve 
Gaza refugees into submission 


JABALIYA, Occupied Gaza 


response to a real invitation. This 
invitation has not arrived so far." 


on mosque 


Strip (AP) — One day after the 
Israeli array barred United Na- 


to coordinate with the array, - Of complaints ttat the antw. 
-I know of cases UNRWA offic- 

iab didn't coordinate is they sho- supplies, he *p 4- ^ Whoeve r 
uld have and they didn’t get ». It tbn a )Q* * Ux. ****** who. 
requires dose coordination and has a proWcm, tne proraem tv 
the array calls the shots,” the solved. ’* 


He has said he would visit the 
Soviet Union only if he were 
allowed into Catholic areas such 
as the Ukraine and Lithuania. 


The cordial atmosphere and 
the relaxed question-and-answer 
session ended abruptly when a 
journalist who defined himself as 
Jewish asked the Pope if his many 
recent references to the holocaust 
were an attempt to diminish its 
significance for Jews. 

The pontiff, who had earlier 
smiled and joked with journalists, 
stared at the elderly man with 
piercing eyes and said coldly: 


“I am shocked. I cannot say 
anything more. I am shocked by 
your question.” 

The Pope let his hands fall to 
his sides in obvious anger and 
amazement and made it clear be 
would not entertain further ques- 
tions. 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, die 
most populous Muslim country, 
has strongly condemned Israel 
over a clash between police and 
Palestinians at Ai Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem. 

“We not only regret but very 
strongly condemn Israel's action 
which is not conducive to peace 
efforts," Foreign Minister Moch- 
tar Kusumaatmadja told an air- 
port press conference Sunday. 

Mochtar, who returned from a 
trip to Cairo, Madrid and Paris, 
said Friday's attack “creates 
problems for many countries, in- 
cluding the allies of Israel." 

Israeli troops fired tear gas 
cannisters during a protest as 
worshipped were coming out of 
Islam's third holiest shrme after 
Friday prayers. 

Modatar, who was in Cairo on 
Jan. 10, said be discussed with his 
Egyptian counterpart Esmat 
Abtlul Maguid Israel’s handling 
of the revolt in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip, where at least 
39 Palestinians have been killed 
in the last month. 


tions trucks filled with fruit and 
vegetables from this refugee 
ram p, Farida Zidan and her six 
children ate the last of their food 
supply: tea and scraps of pita 
bread. 

“We had food for today, now 
it is finished," said Mrs. Zidan, 
45, holding an empty gallon-sized 
plastic bottle for cooking oil up- 
side down to illustrate her point. 
“The last time we ate meat was m 
November. Fruit, we don’t even 


Japan calls for 
restraint 


see it. 

Israeli army officers deny they 
are trying to starve the Palesti- 
nians into submission. Their tac- 
tic appears aimed at preventing 
Palestinians from going to their 
jobs, and storekeepers from earn- 
ing revenue, in the belief that this 
wS motivate the breadwinners to 
make the militants call a truce. 

The U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees 
(UNRWA), the main Western 
relief group operating in the nar- 
row coastal strip, reports critical 
shortages of food, fuel and 
medical supplies in all eight Gaza 
refugee camps, which are under 
at least partial curfew. 


In Tokyo, Japan on Monday 
called on Israel to exercise res- 
traint in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank to ensure that there were 
no more casualties there. 

A Foreign. ministry spokesman 
said the Israeli Ambassador in 
Tokyo. Yaacov Cohen, had been 
told it was regrettable the disturb- 
ances had not yet been settled 
and called on Israel to protect the 
rights of civilians in the area. 


“People are not starving yet, 
but there is real hunger inside the 
camps. When we do get inride. 


people ask us for flour, for sugar, 
for milk, even for water," said 
Angela Williams, the acting 
director of UNRWA in Gaza. 

A military spokesman said 
troops have turned away U.N. 
supplies during curfews but 
blamed U.N. officials for failing 


officer said on condition of 
anonymity, in keeping with milit- 
ary regulations. 

On Sunday, the 60,000 resi- 
dents of Jabaliya, Gaza’s largest 
refugee camp, endured the ninth 
day of a curfew that bars them 
from leaving their homes. 

Mrs. Williams told the Associ- 
ated Press the army has turned 
away U.N. trucks without giving 
reasons and failed to honour 
agreements to lift curfews to let 
supplies in. 

“One day we were allowed to 
bring bread into the Bureij Camp 
but not fruit and vegetables. 
Another time the staff was 
allowed in, but no food. There 
are never any reasons given. “ 
Mrs- Williams said. "It's the un- 
predictability that's so difficult. 
We should not have to negotiate 
every time." 

The Bureij camp area com- 
mander, a colonel named Avi, 
strongly denied any refugee was 
deprived of basic needs. 

'‘There are no problems with 
food inside Bureij," he sakf. “We 
have brought (hem kerosene to 
heat the food, gasoline to heat 
their homes." 

He said: “I don’t tell them 
(UNRWA) when the curfew is 
going to be lifted because... the 
situation changes every day. If 
may be women tell me they need 
milk, I send a car out to get 
milk." 


Mis. Williams said the army - 
informed her the curfew at Jab** 
bya and beach camp* would be 
lifted for an hour four days ago, 
but an AP reporter saw softer* 
turn back U.N. wppfy trick*-, 
filled with bread and vegetable*., 
from both camps. 

The U.N. changed tactic* Sun- 
day and sent its trucks to each of 
Gaza's refugee camps for the 
entire day to see if they could get 
m. Trucks were aWe to enter at . 
least two camps. Mrs. Williams 
said. 

Mrs Williams rad the curfews . 
have disrupted U.N. feeding 
programmes for 8,000 refugee - 
children between the ages of 3 . 

ami 10 years ok). 

She said less Dun 30 per cent of 
the children eligible for a doily 
meal of pna, canned beef and, 
carrots receive it on any given 
day. 

At Dcir El Balah Camp, Atsha. " 
Madtu. 41. told the AP Sunday 
she had only half a sack of flour 
and a few tomatoes left to feed 
her family of 12. 

“Since (be curfew, we have had • 
no kerosene to cook food. We 
have no gas to beat our house," 
riie said. “There is no milk. We 
are all very, very hungry." 

AP reporter Jocelyn Noveck . 
watched hundreds of Palestinian 
refugees stream into the main- 
street of beach c am p to get food ' 
when the army lifted an eight-day? ' 
curfew for an hour Saturday. 


Europeans held in Lebanon ‘could be swapped’ 


Demonstration in Seattle 


About 200 people demons- 
trated Sunday outside the offices 
of the Seattle Times newspaper 
and three television stations, call- 
ing for an end to the Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, a spokeswoman said. 

Shirley Jeffers, of the Seattle- 
based Palestinian Human Rights 
Committee, said the demonstra- 
tors chose media offices because 
the Israeli-Palestmian issue “Is 
hot right now." 

She complained that the local 
media pay too little attention to 
what local human rights groups: 
have to say about the revolt in the 
Middle East. 

The peaceful midday demon- 
stration started outside the 
Times* offices, then the protes- 
ters marched with a police escort 
to the television stations. 

The demonstration included 
members of anti-apartheid 
groups and other human rights 
organisations, Jeffers said. 

Speakers included Farhat 
Ziadeh, a West Bank native who 
has lived in the United States for 
40 years and is a retired Universi- 
ty of Washington professor, Jef- 
fers said. 

The speakers called for an end 
to what they said was the U.S. 
government's funding of Israel's 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


BEIRUT (R) — Palestinians who 
snatched eight Europeans from a 
yacht might seek to exchange 
them for prisoners held by Israel, 
a French mediator said in re- 
marks published Monday. 

Lurien Bitterlin, trying to free 
two young French girls held along 
with six adults, tola the weekly AI 
Ousbou AI Arabi the group were 
being held in South Lebanon by 
the Fateh Revolutionary Council 
(FRC) of commando leader Abu 
Nidal. 


technical details for securing the 
release of die two girls from 
South Lebanon, where they are 
being held with the other prison- 
ers." Bitteriin was quoted as 
saying in Paris. 


The FRC said on Nov. 8 that it 
seized the group from a yacht off 
the Israeli -occupied Gaza Strip. 
It described them as Israeli spies. 


T have started work on the 


Israel said it had no record of 
them and statements from Brus- 
sels and Paris said they were 
French and Belgian Roman 
Catholics. 


Bitterlin said FRC officials told 
him (hey dtd not seek a ransom, 
for the group but would call for a* 
prisoner exchange with Israel if' 
they concluded they worked for .' 
Israeli intelligence. 

The FRC did not regard them 
as hostages like other Westerners 
held in Lebanon, be said. 

“They are being held as^ 
travellers suspected of working * 
for the Israeli intelligence service * 
Mossad and their freedom is fink-; 
ed to the situation tn the occupied * 
territories and Sooth Lebanon.’. - • 
he added. 


Qatar, Bahrain 
meet on 
border dispute 


Jury rejects probe of Israeli 
security role in Rome airport 


RIYADH (R) — Foreign minis- 
ters of Bahrain and Qatar have 
met in Saudi-sponsored talks here 
in an effort to resolve a dispute | 
over a cluster of islands in the 
Gulf, the Jeddah-based Arab 
News newspaper said. 

Bahraini Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Mubarak 
AI Khalifa and Qatar’s envoy 
Sheikh Ahmad Ibn Seif AI Thani' 
spent two hours together on sug- 
gestions to end the impasse over 
the atolls lying between the 
neighboaring states. 

Saudi Arabia's Foreign Minis- 
ter Prince Sand AI Faisal 
attended the talks. 


ROME (APJ — A court trying 
three Palestinian defendants in 


die 1985 Rome airport attack 

: j ‘ . • i 


Monday rejected a request aimed 
at investigating the role of Israeli 


at investigating the role of Israeli 
security forces. 

Judge Filippo Antonioni said 


the jury ruled that the request 
was beyond the mandate of the 


was beyond the mandate of the 
court. 

On Friday, a lawyer represent- 
ing survivors seeking civil dam- 
ages in the case had requested 
that the court press the Italian 
government for details about the 
use of foreign police forces as 
part of security at Leonardo Da 
Vinci Airport. 

On December 27, 1985, four 
gunmen attacked with hand 


bombs and automatic rifiefire.' 
aiming at a snack bar and at the 
check-in counters of TWA and Ei. 
AI, the Israeli state carrier. 

Sixteen people were killed, in- 
cluding three of the gunmen, «td 
about SO people were injured. 

The trial indictment says four 
Israeli security agents as well ai . 
one Italian policeman opened fere , 
after the attack began and that 
the gunmen were shot by the- 
Israeli gunfire. * 

The gunmen who survived the 
attack, Mahmoud ibrabinr 
Khaled, is the only trial defen- 
dant in custody. The other two 
defendants are fugitives, indud- - 
mg the alleged mastermind, Abu 
Nidal. :■ 


FOR THE TRAVELLER | USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depxrt- 
toent at the Qvcen Aba International 
Airport Td. (08) 53200-5. where it 
shook 1 always be verified. 


15:10 Bucharesi (RO) 

1545 Kuwait (LN) 

16*0 Riyadh (SV) 

17:20 Cain, fas) 

l&3t Damascus (AZ) 

29:15 Dubai (EK) 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY 


Amman go vernorate 891223 

Amman Qvfl Defence 198, 199 

Gvfl Defence Ir bid 271293.273131 

Civil Defence Qtmcismetj 770733 

CSvfl Defence Deir Alla 57306 

Ambulance — 193,775111 

Amman dow n t o wn fire brigade .... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Gvfl Defence fescue 661 111 

Fire headquarters 622D90-3 

Pobce rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic poBce 89639W1 

Electric Power Co. 63638174,624881 
Municipal wat e r complaints 771125/8 
Queen Aha Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


PRAYER TIMES 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(TormJnal 1) 


S ingapo re, KTnnfai f jtmpiir ( 

Aqaba i 

Kuwait ( 

Cairo ( 

Jeddah ( 

Doha, Bahrain ( 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi f 

Laiuacat 

— New York, Vienna ( 

- Paris. Brussels ( 

.... Copenhagen. Frankfurt ( 

................... Iqmtihnl I 

Tripoli ( 

Rome ( 


85:11 Fair 

0&33 (Sunrise) Duha 

UM . Dhuhr 

1*39 ‘Asr 

1740 Maghreb 

1&21 ‘Isha 


AMMAN: 

Dr. BassamSnudi 896778 

Dr. team Abu Rezik 6H784 

Dr. Ali Asa'ad 697919 

Dr. A. Awad 846070 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naironkh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Satan pharmacy 636730 

Yacotib pha rma cy 64494$ 

Shmeisani p harma cy ... 637660 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


TAXIS: 

K*>yali taxi 636730 

Taxuu taxi 644660 

Tamer Uxi — 666467 

Raghdantaxi 842460 

Raqabtaxi 736428 

Say®* 1 *® — 776131 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


Ife20 Moscow (SU) 

13:40 Bucharest (RO) 

13*0 Kuwait (KU) 

lfe6S Tripoli (LN) 

15:00 Riyadh (SV) 

was Grim (MS) 


17:45 Rome I AZ) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 


Monday rates 

Local scE/buy rates in Sb 

Belgian franc 95 31 97 

Dutch guilder 1773/ 180.6 

French franc 59.17 60.1 

Italian lira 27 JJ 27.6 

Japanese yen (for 100) ....257.7/ 2622 

. Swedish crown — 55.4 / 56.4 

Swisi franc 2442/ 248.9 

U.K. sterling pound 594.8 6052 

U.S. (talar 337/ 342 

W. German mark ..... 199.1 202.8 


HOSPITALS 


ntKDfc 

Dr. Hamzeh Anakreb 
Sharaa* pharmacy ...... 


. — 240759 
...... 758?? 


29=19 Zurich, Larnaca (SR) 

•9=30 London, Cairo (BA) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal i) 


WEATHER 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Ktalidi Maternity, J.Anm... 644281/6 
Afcileta Maternity, J. Ann.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Marenrity 642362 

Malta*. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmasani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

Unr^yHropixal 845345 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

- 666127/37 

haton. ALMohajreea 777101/3 

Al-Basbg.J. Ashrafieh . — 77511 1/26 

* n ?*'T"fa t . 891611/15 

Uoficn Aha Hospital 6G224Q/50 

Anal Hospital 


ZARQA: 

Dr. WafidHalasa 

KhaEfch ph a r ma cy .... 


982799 

985417 


GENERAL 


Jt^Tdevaioa ; 77311 W9 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price own p la nts 661176 

Telephone Information 12 

Jordan and Middle Eatfcafii iq 

Overseas cafis J 7 

Repair service u 


W* 8 ® - Aqaba (RJ) 

IMS Rome (Rj) 

Tripoli (RJ) 

1L&0 .......... Vienna, rot (RJ) 

Us® Belgrade, Madrid (RJ) 

12:90 Geneva, London RJ) 

12^5 Istanbul 1 RJ) 

13HJ9 T jt+frtt-a | )yj 

fWS Kuwait RJ) 

1M D hahran RJ) 

29:15 CairofRJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

-1:15 Damascus (RJ) 

U99 Bangkok (RJ) 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


market prices 


Slight increase m temperature is 
expected, with the appearance, of low 
douds, and winds will be nonbwestedr 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and eahw « 


OTHER flights (TcHinlnal 2 ) 


Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 1/11 

Aqaba 8/19 

Descra 0/13 

Jordan Valley 6/19 


0830 

IfeSO 

15:90 


Beirut (ME) 

Moscow (SU) 

Kuwait (KU) 


Yesterdi 
man 8 , , 
Amman 


h te mp e ra t ur es: Am- 
16. Humidity readmes: 


uppernower pntx in Os per kt. 

If! ^z:~: 

350 / 300 Onion (aiy).,..; 

gK!£ ro,d > 600 / 500 Oranges (Abu surra) 

Cw°n*«3 Amin / ? 


per cent. 


SSrE®?. 200/ 160 foam “ 

GrB P e£^,,l — 130 /So 


140/100 
no /no 
140/100 
120/70 
200/170 
280 / 220 
230 MS) 
240/180 
100/ »• 
MO MOO ’ 
70/ SO 
120/ 90 
140/100 
160/120 
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AMMAN (J.T.) - The Strom- 
berg Company of Finland Moih 
day signed a JD 2.7S million 
contract with the Jordan Electric- 
ity Authority (JEA) to draw up 
desi gns for and supervise the in- 
stallation of equipment at power 
sob-stations to be constructed at a 
number of locations in the 
Kingdom. 

Under the contract, Stromberg 
will install switchboard systems 
for the sub-stations at Shidieh, 
Azraq, Risha, Qaa Disi, Safawi 
and Rweishid, and assist in ex- 
panding sub-stations in Irbid, 


Outran eh, Hasa and Qweireh. 
The company will begin for 


' jects as of June 1988, according to 
the contract 

The projects are needed to 
supply electricity to the Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Company 
mines in Shidieh, A1 Azraq water 
pumping stations, AI Risha gas 
fields and agricultural projects at 
Disi and other regions. 

The contract said that JEA win 
cooperate with Strom bejrg in im- 
plementing these projects. 


Masri honours outgoing 
British ambassador 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Taber Al Masri Monday 
hosted a banquet at the Jordan 
Intercontinental Hotel in honour 
of outgoing British Ambassador 
to Jordan Arthur John Coles to 
mark the end of his term here. 

In his speech during the ban- 
quet, Masri praised the British 
envoy’s efforts towards boosting 
relations between Jordan and the 
United Kingdom. 

Coles, in his address, also paid 
tribute to the distinguished rela- 
tions between the two countries. 


The banquet was attended by 
Foreign Ministry Secretary- 
General Nabih Al Nimr and 
senior minis try officials, as well as 
members of the diplomatic corp 

m Amman 

Coles has been made high com- 
missioner to Australia, a post 
corresponding to the status of 
ambassador in a member of the 
British Commonwealth. 

He has been serving as his 
country’s ambassador here since 
November 1984. 


ARAMCO completes 1987 aid 
to occupied territories 


*appef 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Occupied Territories Affairs 
Monday received more contribu- 
tions for the benefit of the 
Palestinian people living nnA»r 
Israeli rule as a part of a national 
effort to assist charitable institu- 
tions in the occupied territories. 

An announcement said that 
Ministry of Occupied Territories 
Affairs Marwan Dudin received a 
cheque for $105,000 from the 
Arab American Oil Company 
(ARAMCO), the second con- 
tribution from ARAMCO in two 
weeks. 

ARAMCO representative in 
Ataman Jamal Saratreh pre- 


sented the cheque to Dudin, as he 
did the first contribution of 
$84,000 on Jan. 4. 

With the new donation, 
ARAMCO has thus completed 
its 1967 contributions to charit- 
able organisations, according to 
the announcement 

In addition, ARAMCO makes 
annual financial contributions to 
universities in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The Ministry of Occupied Ter- 
ritories Affairs has set op a spe- 
cial -team to design a list of 
priorities on which contributions 
can be spent. 


.raeli 

irport 


Health Ministry to design plan 
for achieving WHO goal 


AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting, 
was faekl Mondayatlbe Ministry, 
of Health to discuss cooperation 
between the public and private 
sectors towards achieving “health 
for all people by the year 2000” 
— a goal set by the Worid Health 
Organisation (WHO). 

Participants in the meeting 
chaired by the Health. Ministry 
Secretary-General Suleiman Sub- 
eihi also discussed the topics con- 
sidered at a WHO-sponsored 
seminar held recently in Bangkok 


.on the a ttainm ent of. the health 
. for all-people 6yJfie year 2000, 
and the development of health 
personnel towards reaching this 
gpaL 

The meeting decided to design 
a working plan including mea- 
sures for achieving the WHO 
gpaL 

Health Minister' Zaid Hamzeh 
headed Jordan’s delegation to the 
seminar which ended in Bangkok 
on Jan. 6. 


Drug trafficker sentenced to 5 years 

AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced Mahmoud 
■Mohammad Mahmoud Sondus to five years in prison and fined 
him JD 500 for trafficking hashish. The sentence was endorsed by 
the general militajry governor. 

Peres renews bid for elections 









(Continued from page 1) 

called for new elections in the six 
weeks since anti-Israeli protests 
erupted in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Peres, speaking to reporters 
Monday, suggested a spring elec- 
tion but acknowledged: “It’s 
quite complicated because at the 
moment there is no (parliamen- 
tary) majority either way.” 

“what I have heard here and 
what I’ve been told by many 
people confirms my view that the 
Israeli army has at times used 
pretty 'harsh measures and 
perhaps disproportionate mea- 
sures in reacting to this violence,” 
he told reporters. 

“But please don't think I 
unde restimate the difficulty of 
the situation which the army faces 
at the present time,” he added. 
“It is a tragic and very difficult 
situation in the camps.” 

Peres said that even if the army 
quelled the protests, soldiers 
could not “provide a solution. It 
is fot the politicians to do that.” 

But because of internal dis- 
cord, ''“government policy is in 
effect paralysed,” Peres said. 

“I thin lc we can do an election 
in 90 days at minima l cost,” Peres 
said. “We cannot leave Israel 
without a political decision... 
whoever says there is no hurry 
needs to check his eyesight.” 

Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO)- Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said Sunday that the PLO 
was ready to recognise Israel if 
the Jewish state was willing to 
recognise the rights of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

Speaking on the American 
CBS-TW “Face the Nation” 
programme, Arafat saidr “Are 
they ready to accept my right to 
haw my political rights and hu- 
man rights? If they will accept, I 
*ill accept w - 

Speakrog froi : Baghdad, Ara- 
fat brushed pff nn Interviewee’s 


suggestion that new Palestinian 
leadership might help resolve the 
conflict, saying, “the Palestinian 
people is one unit... one lead- 
ership... and one resistance... the 
whale problem is not the new 
leadership or old leadership.” 

Hanna Sim ora. a senior editor 
of the Palestinian newspaper Al 
Fajr, speaking on (he CBS prog- 
ramme from Jerusalem, said 
Arabs were willing to co-exist 
with Israel, fcynt Palestinians must 
eventually have their own state. 

And he reiterated that the PLO 
was the Palestinians’ representa- 
tive in talks with Israel. 

“Each people should be 
allowed to choose their own lead- 
ers,” Siniora said. “The Palesti- 
nians should be represented by 
the Palestinian representative, 
which is the PLO.’ 

Sounding more conciliatory 
than Arafat, Siniora said “auton- 
omy” for Palestinians “could lead 
eventually after a couple of years 
to negotiations between the state 
of Israel and the PLO, ending as 
a Palestinian state emerging as a 
result of those negotiations.” 

In the CBS programme, Arafat 
also said he accepts all U.N. 
resolutions relating to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, irndtiding Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338, 
and offered to negotiate with 
Israel at a U.N.-sponsored inter- 
national peace conference with- 
out preconditions.” 

. “I am offering a challenge to 
this Israeli . military junta, to 
accept my peace projects... to 
(sit) around a table at an interna- 
tional conference... If yen want 
peace to be implemented in this 
area, this peace has to go through 
.the U.N.... to go all together 
without preconditions to the in-* 
-terontumal conference.” 

“I am saying X am accepting 
242 and 338 md nrfing and within 
the context of all United Nations 
resolutions (of) international 
legality,” .he added. 



Prime Minister Zaid Rffai Monday confers with 
Egyptian Minister of Scientific Research Adel ‘Izz 


Japan grants JD 105,000 in cultural aid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan is to 
provide JD 105,000 worth of 
technical assistance to the Jorda- 
nian Department of Antiquities 
within the framework of a 
Japanese cultural grant aid. 

Minister of Planning Taber Ka- 
naan and the charge d’affaires at 
the Japanese embassy here, 
Shigeyuki Suzuki, signed and ex- 
changed memoranda on the new 
grant through which the Japanese 
will supply equipment for the 
restoration of archaeological 
monuments in the country. The 
equipment includes: a wheel ex- 
cavator, a wheel loader, a com- 
pressor, a vibration roller and 
audio-visual aids. 


Japan's Cultural Grant Prog- 
ramme aims to assist Jordan in 
cultural and educational develop- 
ment through contributing equip- 
ment for protecting and utilising 
cultural properties, bolding cultu- 
ral exhibitions and lectures and 
promoting education and re- 
search. 

Under this programme, Japan 
has so far extended to Jordan 
three cultural grant aid offers: the 
first for the Ministry of Education 
in 1982; the second for the Uni- 
versity of Jordan in 1984; and the 
third for the Jordan Sports Fed- 
eration for the Handicapped in 
1986. The total of cultural grant 
aid, including the latest offer. 


amounts to approximately JD 
399,000. 

Japanese economic 
team arrives _ 

In another development, a 
team from the Japanese Fund for 
Overseas Economic Cooperation 
arrived here Monday for a two- 
week visit to Jordan. 

The team will tour Jordanian 
water, irrigation and sewerage 
projects to study the prospect of 
contributing to them. 

The Japanese visitors will also 
meet with officials at the minis- 
tries of planning, public works, 
housing, and water and irrigation 
to discuss these projects. 


Housing Bank staffers study low-cost 
housing development in 5 countries 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
of eight professionals involved 
with private sector housing here 
and interested in reorienting their 
efforts towards building lower 
cost housing recently returned 
from a five-country tour to study 
successful developer-built hous- 
ing projects abroad. 

The group visited Bombay, 
Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Bang- 
kok and Singapore. About half 
the cost of the trip was financed 
with $47,000 from the United 
States Agepcy for International 
Development (US AO);"- - 

Members of the group: were 
impressed with the well-built and 
well-managed housing for low- 
income families, but they noted 
that this service came at a high 
cost to the government. Two of 
the governments provided the 
land and heavily subsidised in- 


terest rates, practices which, con- 
sidering the high cost of land and 
tight ministerial budgets in Jor- 
dan, are not viable solutions 
here. 

The trip brought some impor- 
tant new perspectives for at least 
one member of the Housing Bank 
staff. “We left Amman feeling 
modest about our accomplish- 
ments in this area, because we 
were aware that there are other 
institutions that have done 
more,” commented the Housing 
Bank official, “but we returned 
feeling very proud of our.experi- 
ence and practice, because in 
many of the countries we visited, 
.financial institutions were con- 
centrating on just one line of 
business. They are now planning 
trips here in May to leant about 
diversification from us.” 

The group discovered that 


there is a secondary mortgage 
market in Kuala Lumpur, a bank- 
ing strategy that is widespread in 
the U.S., but not common in 
lower and middle-income coun- 
tries. The Housing Bank will in- 
vestigate the Kuala Lumpur ex- 
perience in secondary mortgaging 
to see if it may have application 
here. 

The group included five offi- 
cials from the Jordan Housing 
Bank: Assistant to the Deputy 
General Manager for Banking 
Operations Abdelkader Dweik; 
Manager of the' Low -Cost Hous- 
ing Department Ibrahim Daher; 
Manager of the Research De- 
velopment Abdul Aziz HeikaJ; 
Nabih Juweinat from the Loan 
Office/Marketing and Planning;, 
and Loan and Credit Facilities 
Department Manager Ali 
Hamada. 


Syrian minister: More efforts needed to heal rift 


‘(Continued from page I) 
minister. 

He confirmed that Damascus 
bad stepped up its efforts for 
peace in the Gulf and to prevent' 
an expansion of the Iran-Iraq war 
and these efforts had achieved 
some success. Damascus “will" 
continue its efforts, which are 
designed to bring the two waxring 
states to the negotiating table and 
initiate a dialogue based on 
mutual understanding without 
any pressure or influence of the 
foreign naval presence in the 
GnK,” he added. The minister 
said the foreign naval forces in 
the Gulf had in fact increased 
tension in the region. 

But be said, “Syria realises 
that certain hostile forces are 
trying to ruin its attempts towards . 
bringing about peace mid trying 
to involve the Arab Gulf states in 
the war.” 

Sjrtan-PLO ties 

Replying to a question on Syria’s 
relations with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), the 
minister said: “Syria, which bears 
a major responsibility and com- 
mitment in confronting Israel, 
realises that the enemy harbours 
expansionist intentions towards 
the Arab Worid. Therefore, we 
strive to rally all Arab forces and 
to work with Arab countries with- 
in a pan-Arab plan to thwart the 
enemy’s objectives. We deal and 
coordinate with other Arab 
states and with the PLO in the 
it of this dear national com- 
mitment. 

’In addition, Syria, which 
seeks to safeguard die rights of 
the Palestinian people, does not 
accept partial solutions on the 
problem and demands a total 
boycott of all contacts with the 
Israeli enemy and the Camp 
David accord, and calls on the 
Arabs to adopt an armed strug- 
gle strategy in dealing with the 
common enemy.” 

Agreement on these points is 
bound to help to remove all 
obstacles that impede a return of 
normal relations between Syria 
and the PLO leadership:, and can 
ensure Syria’s support for any 
Palestinian movement’s struggle 
against Israel. 1 ’ 

* 

Daxnascus-Cairo relations 

On his country’s relations with 


Egypt, the Syrian minister made 
it clear that the Camp David 
accord stands in the way of res- 
toring normal relations between 
the two countries. He said 
Damascus severed relations with 
Cairo “because of the Camp 
David agreement, which cut off 
Egypt from the Arab World and 
prevented it from honouring its 
national commitments towards its 
sister countries.” 

On Syria's efforts to end the 
Lebanese crisis, the minister 
noted that his country had been 
exerting efforts to save Lebanon 
from further civil wars and un- 
rest Damascus Ires been mediat- 
ing among warring factions, but 
“Israel and its lackeys and other 
hostile forces have been working 
in the opposite direction trying to 
thwart Syria's efforts and cause a 
fragmentation of Lebanon's terri- 
tory.” 

. He emphasised that despite the 
obstacles Syria would continue its 
efforts to bring about a recon- 
ciliation among the various 
Lebanese parties and help restore 
security and stability in Lebanon. 

On Jordanian-Syrian relations, 
Salman said A rntnan -D amasens 
ties were “characterised with 
mutual understanding and coor- 
dination and brotherly coopera- 
tion in bolstering pan-Arab ac- 
tion and confronting the Israeli 
enemy." 

Jordan and Syria are also coor- 
dinating their efforts in econo- 
mic, social and cultural fields 
through agreements and joint 


projects like ' the Al Wahdah 
Dam, and also through joint com- 
panies, the minister noted. 

He expressed hope that the two 
countries would succeed in furth- 
er promoting their bilateral coop- 
eration in all fields. 

Egypt urged to scrap treaty 

A senior member of Syria’s 
ruling party urged Egypt Monday 
to scrap its peace treaty with 
Israel. 

“Our conflict with the enemy is 
not a dispute over territories. It is 
a conflict of survival where half- 
solutions are not accepted," Reu- 
ter quoted Suliman Qaddah, 
assistant secretary of the Baath 
Party regional command, as 
saying. 

That is why we rejected the 
Camp David accords (for Egyp- 
tian-Israeli peace),” Qaddah told 
a Damascus rally attended by 
about 15,000 people to show sup- 
port for Palestinian protesters m 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Party and government leaders, 
including Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Kbaddam, joined leaders 
of Damascus-based Palestinian 
groups at the rally. 

“Look at brutal Israeli actions 
in Palestine, Lebanon and the 
Golan...” Qaddah said. “Re- 
move this barrier (the peace trea- 
ty) which cancelled Egypt’s role 
and deprived the Arabs of a big 
help at a critical time.” 


Panels discuss Palestinian uprising 

(Continued from page 1) the United Nations immediately 


“The cabinet reviewed the 
siege imposed on Palestinians in 
the occupied lands to cot off food 
and medicine to force them to 
stop their tremendous revolution 
against occupation and injus- 
tice,” Rashid said. 

Rashid said the aid was “a 
contribution from Kuwait to les- 
sen the suffering of our brothers 
in Palestine ana help them con- 
tinue their heroic defiance.” 

In Riyadh, the Saudi Arabian 
cabinet also decided to send 
medicine, wheat, milk and other 
foodstuffs to Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 

Information Minister Afi Has- 
san Al Shaer said in a statement, 
carried by the Saudi Press Agen- 
cy, that the aid would be given to 


for distribution to the brotherly 
Palestinian people. 

Djibouti protested Monday 
against Israeli actions against 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Foreign Minister Moumin 
Bahdon Farah read a -statement 
to diplomats saying the violence 
in the West Baltic and Gaza Strip 
was a reminder that nothing had 
been settled in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 

“These acts show international 
public opinion the true nature of 
tile racist occupation and its aim, 
which is to exterminate the 
Palestinian people, expel them 
from their territory and efface the 
roots of their existence,” the 
statement said. 


Jordan and Egypt study ways 
to increase cooperation in 
scientific research, technology 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Zaid Rifai nology and scientific research. 
Monday conferred with Egyptian Minister of Scien- 
tific Research Adel ‘Izz on ways to promote bilateral 
cooperation in scientific research and technology. 


Egyptian minister meets 
with Anani 


mi scopes of bilateral cooperation in the Gelds of 
scientific research and technology (Petra photo) 


The meeting at the prime 
minister’s office was attended by 
Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources His ham Al Khatib and 
Egyptian Ambassador to Jordan 
Ifaab Wahbeh. 

! Izz, who arrived here Sunday 
for an official visit met earlier 
with Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion Nassereddine Al Assad to 
discuss bilateral cooperation in 
scientific research. Assad briefed 
the Egyptian minister on Jordan's 
higher education and scientific 
research, noting that 56,000 stu- 
dents are currently attending 
higher education institutions in 
the Kingdom. 

In addition, he said, nearly 
40,000 Jordanian students are 
presently acquiring higher educa- 
tion abroad. . 

For his part, ‘Izz proposed that 


periodic pan- Arab conferences on 
scientific research be held to 
promote inter- Arab cooperation 
in this field. 

He also stressed the need for 
promoting the level and scientific 
teaching in Arab countries, which 
he said was essential for develop- 
ment and prosperity. 

Tbe Egyptian minister briefed 
Assad on Egypt's scientific re- 
search programmes and scopes of 
bilateral cooperation in conduct- 
ing research. 

“Izz later met with Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Resources 
Hisbam AI Khatib, along with the 
directors of the Jordan Electricity 
Authority and the Natural Re- 
sources Authority. The two sides 
reviewed cooperation between 
Jordan and Egypt in energy, tech- 


Also Monday, "Izz met with 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
President Jawad Al Anani for 
talks on implementing the pro- 
tocol for scientific cooperation 
signed between Jordan and 
Egypt in 1987 and progress on a 
number of joint scientific pro- 
jects. 

Anani reviewed the society's 
development, research program- 
mes, as well as its cooperation - 
with Arab and foreign scientific 
institutions. 

‘Izz then reviewed the activities 
and achievements of scientific re- 
search centres in Egypt. 

The Egyptian minister and 
Anani also discussed RSS energy 
research and production projects. 

In addition, Secretary-General 
of the Higher Council of Science 
and Technology Adrian Badran 
briefed 'Izz on the council's struc- 
ture and its national goals. 


Zarqa police crack down on beggars 


ZARQA (Petra) — The Zarqa 
police are currently conducting a 
wide-scale campaign to rid the 
city of beggars. According to 
local officials, most of the beggars 
are being turned over to the 
social development department 
here. 

2£arqa Governor Eid Al Qatar- 
neh said that tbe authorities were 
acting upon the specific instruc- 
tions of the Ministry of Interior. 

Solving the problem of the 


beggars in Zarqa requires close 
cooperation between all con- 
cerned parties, particularly the 
Ministry of Social Development, 
according to Qatameh. 

He said that committees should 
be formed to handle the problem, 
and charitable and voluntary 
societies should be enlisted to 
provide needy families with food 
and clothing, in an effort to pre- 
vent begging. 


Director of the Zarqa Social 
Development Department Ham- 
dullah Abul Samen said rhat his 
department had already begun a 
social and economic conditions 
study of all beggars brought in by 
the police. 

Zarqa Municipal Council 
Chairman Badri "Bahuddin said 
that the municipality would be 
willing to contribute to the effort 
to remove all beggars from the 
city. 


Post Office Savings Fund to expand loan operations 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Post 
Office Savings Fund (POSF) will 
soon open its doors to govern- 
ment employees, retired civil ser- 
vants and army personnel to take 
out loans, POSF Director-Gener- 
al Ghazi Rifai announced 
Monday. 

He said that the plan, expected 
to go into effect wi thin the next 
few weeks, would enable these 
people to acquire money for their 
needs, and, at the same time. 


secure benefits for the depositors. 

The POSF normally invests in 
major projects in Jordan, in addi- 
tion to providing long-term loans 
for covering education costs, 
according to Rifai. He noted tbat 
students can pay back their loans 
over long periods — 20 years in 
some cases — provided that the 
students’ parents save with the 
POSF for at least two years. 

According to Rifai, tbe POSF, 


established in 1966, offers a grace 
period, whereby students ran 
wait two years after graduation 
before beginning to repay their 

debts. Rifai added that the POSF 
has already begun to purchase 
bonds issued by the Central Bank 
of Jordan, thus ensuring financial 
benefits for the fond and simul- 
taneously enabling the govern- 
ment to cany out its development 
projects. 


‘Mosaics in Jordan ’ slide exhibit opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — An exhibi- 
tion of colour slides entitled 
“Mosaics in Jordan: An Art and 
Culture'’ by photographer 
Gughos Darkijian will be opened 
at toe Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) this evening 
under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 

An announcement here Sun- 
day said that toe proceeds of the 


exhibition will benefit NHF pro- 
jects. 

The exhibition, to last until 
Sunday, Jan. 24, will display 51 
slides featuring scenery and 
aspects of culture in the King- 
dom, especially in Jerash and 
Madaba. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Darkijian 


said that toe slides were intended 
to focus light on archaeological 
sites and find in Jordan, as well as 
the different aspect of life in tbe 
Roman, Byzantine and Umayyad 
and toe early Abbasid eras. 

The slides depict agricultural 
life, hunting scenes, architecture 
and traditional costumes during 
these periods. 


Gaza remains under siege 


(Continued from page 1) 

Up to 110,000 Arabs from 
occupied territories work in 
Israel, 

KoUek visits Aqsa 

Die Israeli mayor of Jerusalem,, 
Teddy KoUek, visited Al Aqsa 
Mosque Monday to reassure 
Muslims that their rights there 
were not being challenged despite 
Friday's storming of the mosque 
by Israeli policemen. 

“What happened here (toe 
police action) was not a bidden 
attempt to assert that toe (area) 
was not MusUm,” KoUek said 
after touring toe eighth century 
edifice, Islam’s third holiest 
shrine, and meeting Jerusalem 
Mufti Sheikh Saadedin Al AJami. 

About 70 Palestinians were 
inirt in toe Friday's storming. 

KoUek told Alami there would 
be no future police interference if 
Muslim religious leaders assumed 
responsibility for calm in the 
area. 

Alami, a frail white-bearded 
man in his mid-8Gs who emerged 
from a hospital sickbed to witness 


toe Friday clash, did not reply 
directly to toe proposal. 

His voice shook with indigna- 
tion when he described police 
beating captured young demon- 
strators to toe ground and kicking 
them as he stood by powerless. 

“What happened was some- 
thing terrible. They hit toe young 
Muslims with their feet... we 
don’t want any police here, we 
don't warn toe police to kill us,” 
he said showing Kollek a 
bloodied and broken police 
baton. 

An embarrassed KoUek replied 
that beating captives was not 
admissible. 

When KoUek told his host that 
safety for Muslims should be 
accompanied by security for Jews 
praying at toe nearby western 
wall, Alami replied emotionaUy: 
“How can I go see other parts of 
Jerusalem when toe police want 
to kill me in my mosque.” 

Alami showed Kollek four 
empty U.S.-manufactured CS gas 
grenades fired into toe mosque. 
KoUek was shown traces of black 
powder on prayer carpets where 
they landed. 


Shevardnadze in Bonn 


(Coatomed from page 1) 

conventional forces. 

Genscher also renewed calls 
for an East-West agreement to 
ban chemical weapons, under- 
scoring emerging differences on 
the issue between West Germany 
and its other NATO partners. 

Speaking shortly before be was 
slated to open a second round of 
talks with Shevardnadze, Gens- 
cher praised the Kremlin for 
showing flexibility on tbe chemic- 
al weapons issue. 

“I believe we will be aWe to 
reach an agreement in toe near 
future on chemical weapons, fol- 
lowing toe Soviet Union’s accept- 
ance of important Western de- 
mands over toe past few months, 
above all, those that concern veri- 
fication” of a possible accord, 
Genscher said in a radio inter- 
view. 


U.S. officials have recently said 
it would be difficult to reach a 
chemical weapons accord with 
the Soviet Union, because such 
an agreement would be hard to 
verify. 

Genscher also said be believed 
toe Soviet Union was prepared to 
end its superiority in convention- 
al weapons in central Europe, 
long a strong concern of West 
Germany, NATO's front-line na- 
tion. 

“I have no doubt, that — as 
with toe medium-range missiles 
— the Soviet Union is seriously 
prepared to eliminate its super- 
iority (in conventional weapons) 
through negotiations," Genscher 
told a radio interviewer. 

Last month, the superpowers 
signed an accord to scrap 
medium-range nuclear missiles 
worldwide. 


Goulding 

assails 

occupation 

(Continued from page 1) 
emergency UNRWA food sup- 
plies to be distributed there. 

He defended toe U.N. against 
Israeli charges of bias, noting that 
the status of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip gave the world body a 
legal right to comment on their 
situation. 

In the Gaza Strip, seven of a 
total of eight refugee camps were 
under military curfew. 

A senior U.N. official said 
there were severe food shortages 
in several camps, reducing the 
majority of families to one meal a 
day. Some 500 UNRWA em- 
ploye^ staged a sit-in strike at 
the U.N. headquarters in protest. 

Leaders of two Gaza refugee 
camps under curfew appealed to 
the Israeli army to ease toe res- 
trictions and free detainees and 
were told that first “order” must 
be restored. 

Goulding left for New York 
Monday. 

PLO to press demand 

BAGHDAD (AP) — An official 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) spokesman said Mon- 
day that the PLO would again ask 
the United Nations Security 
Council to use its mandatory 
power and dispatch U.N. forces 
to the occupied territories. 

Bassam Abu Sharif told the AP 
that the PLO would call on the 
council when it meets Wednesday 
to take “clear resolution to send 
international troops to toe occu- 
pied territories and provide pro- 
tection for Palestinians against 
organised terrorist activities of 
toe Israeli forces." 

“The Palestinian people hope 
that the Security Council will take 
such a resolution in order to help 
in ending toe Israeli occupation 
and restore Palestinian rights spe- 
cially their right in self-deter- 
mination and establishing their 
national state," Abu Sharif said. 
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Is nothing sacred? 


AS the United Nations holds its breath in anticipation of 
the report of U.N. Under-Secretary-General Marrack 
Go ul ding on his fact-finding mission to the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, Israeli violence against the 
Palestinians accelerated as Israeli troops stormed the A1 
Aqsa and the Dome of the Rock mosques during prayer 
time Friday. This latest desecration of the Islamic holy 
places in Jerusalem was condemned worldwide, particu- 
larly in that it added a religious overtone to an already 
politically overcharged situation in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

It was most commendable of His Holiness Pope John 
Paul II to voice his deploration of Israel's latest blatant 
attack on a religious site in Jerusalem, preceded by 
desecrations of Muslim and Christian holy places. Lest we 
forget, the Holy Sepulchre was repeatedly desecrated by 
the Israelis from the time they seized military control of 
the Holy City. Likewise, A1 Aqsa Mosque was literally 
put to the torch by an Israeli zealot in 1968. 

All In all, Israel's record as a trusted custodian of the 
holy places in Jerusalem has been anything but reassur- 
ing. Furthermore, Israel’s repeated violation of the 
sanctity of the Muslim and Christian holy, places surely 
enflames animosity between the three main monotheistic 
religions, thus endangering the atmosphere of tolerance 
among these faiths, regionally and internationally. 

We hope, therefore, that Goulding’s report to the U.N. 
includes a call for the establishment of an international 
regime for Jerusalem as a means for protecting the 
religious shrines in the Holy City. Anything short of that 
would run the risk of leading to a breakdown in religious 
tolerance and harmony. Such a breakdown would surely 
produce profound and dangerous repercussions through- 
out the world. That is why we in the region expect the 
international community to accord due attention to the 
issue of Jerusalem. Now is the time to press forward, 
strongly, to ensure that the sanctity of the Holy City is 
preserved for Muslims, Christians and Jews alike. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra Y; Forty years of illusion 


THE ament uprising in the occupied Arab territory comes on 
the eve of Israel’s preparations for celebrating its 40th 
anniversary. The uprising which has now entered its sixth 
week is placing the Israeli society and its leadership face to 
face with the illusion which is destroying their future and 
frustrating their aspirations. The uprising is making it clear for 
Israel that after 40 years of occupation, the Israeli society finds 
itself in square one, trying to make their feet firm on the land 
they have usurped from the Arabs, and confronting the Arab 
people whom the Zionists are trying to subdue by force. Since 
1948, the Israeli entity has been relying on illusions and on 
imagining that the land they occupied is theirs through power 
and force of arms, and that Israel's presence has become a fact 
of life that cannot be questioned. Israel has been imagining 
that with its might it can never face any defeat and with its 
force it can impose its will on the Arab Nation. 


A1 Dustour: The ever-regretful Shultz 


U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz has come forward to 
offer his country's apologies to Israel for its stand at the U.N. 
Security Council which urged Israel to rescind its expulsion 
orders against the Palestinians. Shultz's move came amid the 
ongoing revolt in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
where the Arab people continue to face Israel’s terrorism and 
repression which was condemned by the Security Council and 
the world at large. Shultz’s apology to Israel resembles a 
repentant person wishing to express sorrow for not abiding by 
the wishes of Zionism and Israel at a time when the whole 
world is condemning Israel’s actions. The Israelis who realised 
that the United States will finally come to their support and 
apologise for its behaviour did not feel embarrassed in going 
ahead with its plans in the occupied territories and to 
disregard the Security Council resolutions. We consider 
Israel's disregard to the Security Council’s resolutions and the 
international community’s will as a result of the wide-scale 
support the Jewish state continues to receive from American 
leaders. We call for urgent support to be extended to the 
Palestinian people and we also urge Arab countries to find 
means for stemming America’s total support for Israel's 
atrocities in the occupied Arab land. 


SawtAJ Shaab : Time for world action 


THE continued Arab uprising in the occupied territories call 
on the world community in general and the Arab people in 
particular to speed up work for a political solution for the 
Middle East problem, ensuring the rights of the Palestinians in 
their homeland. The situation in the Israeli-held lands should 
prompt all the parties to the Arab-Israeli conflict to take 
action now and demand the convening of an international 
conference to be held under U.N. auspices. The situation 
warrants speedy action in view of the present Israeli escalation 
of its terrorist campaign against our brothers in the occupied 
land. The uprising against the Israeli occupation opens the 
way for the world community to work seriously towards 
re-establishing peace in our region. In the meantime, we 
believe that the struggle of our brothers in the face of Israel's 
repression will teach the Israelis a lesson, and will make them 
wake up to the feet that they cannot continue to impose their 
will on others. 


The View from Second Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Who hears the message of the stones? 


THE sustained show of resistance by the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza during the past six weeks is not, in itself, surprising. 
It was only a matter of time until the Palestinians living under 
Israeli occupation rose up in such a display of nationalism and 
anger. The lessons of South Lebanon have been learned; only when 
the enemy is confronted in a dramatic and sustained manner will 
the enemy calculate the true cost of occupation, and then consider 
it more cost efficient to end. rather than to peipetuate, the 
occupation. Of course, we have not reached that stage — yet. 

The initial Israeli response — typical of the psyche of the 
occupier — has been to strike with a hard fist, to insist that violence 
wall never achieve political goals, and to revive the offer of 
transitional autonomy that is the centrepiece of the Camp David 
accords. It is one of history's more grotesque ironies that someone 
such as Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir should presume to 
tell the Palestinians that they mil never achieve their nationalistic 
goals through violence — when he is the living embodiment of how 
one achieves nationalistic goals through violence, terror and 
militarism. 

There is no need to seek profound explanations for what is 
happening in the occupied Palestinian lands. A population that has 
been militarily occupied, culturally denied and politically disen- 
franchised has reached the limit of its endurance and its patience, 
and has reacted in a very logical and normal manner. It behooves 
the rest of the world to recognise the essential significance of what 
is happening: That an occupied people seeks liberty, that a 
Palestinian nation seeks to be bom. 

Much of the discussion about the uprising, in Israel, the Arab 
World and abroad, has missed the point. It is irrelevant whether the 
uprising has been instigated by indigenous elements, the PLO, 
Arab states or any other parties; we should not get caught in the 
false and peripheral debate about who are the winners and losers 
from the Palestinian uprising. It has been a long-term goal of Israel 
and the United States to portray the Palestinians as luckless folk 
who have historically lacked a decisive leadership. The corollary to 
this attitude is that whenever a dramatic development takes place in 
the land of Palestine, it should be attributed either to mindless 
terrorists or to a confused Palestinian population that is leaderless. 

For decades, Israel and the United States have tried every 
conceivable gimmick to avoid dealing with the Palestinians as a 
people who view themselves as a unified national unit with national 
rights. Faced with the current uprising, the United States and Israel 
maintain the same attitude: They focus on the violence as a cause of 
the conflict, rather than appreciating it as a symptom of the deeper 
problems of unresolved national rights.. 

The fact is, the children of Palestine have taught everybody a 
useful lesson. The question is. how many people will heed the 
lesson, and respond in a rational and constructive manner? 


For the Palestinians and the other Arabs, the lesson is that 
unified and forceful action is the most effective means of political 
gain. It is instructive that during the past six weeks, there h as bt en 
unanimous support in the Arab World for the Palestinian up rising, 
the Araal militia in Lebanon has ended its blockade of Pales tin i a n 
refugee camps, the various Palestinian groups in Palestine and 
further afield have rallied around the stone-throvring chflaren, uk 
entire world has condemned Israel’s harsh tact ics, and the 
Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel have rallied to support their 
brethren in the West Bank and Gaza. - 

In such a context, it becomes meaningless to talk about the role 
or influence of the PLO, or tire political balance amo ng to y anous 
new indigenous leadership groups that people have identified within 
the occupied territories. Why should the Palestinians be viewed as a 
constituency that is up for grabs? The truth is that with the 
indigenous ’ Palestinian leadership in Palestine «ther jailed or 
deported, and with the PLO facing severe operational constraints 
inside and outside Palestine, the Palestinian people have erupted in 
a spontaneous expression of their identity and their national 
aspirations. The short-term disagreements and tactical divergencies 
among Palestinian groups, or between the PLO and various Arab 
governments, should not overshadow the more important reality 
that the children of the West Bank and Gaza have, for the mom ent, 
assumed the position of leadership in the Arab World. All the rest 
of us — governments, movements, individuals— watch and cheer. 
The children lead. 

For the Israelis and the Americans, the lessons of today's events 
should be that the Palestinian people will accept neither submission 
nor oblivion. It is a lesson that should be familiar to both 
Americans and Israelis, whose national experiences have embodied 
a determination to achieve liberty against formidable odds. Why is 
it that the United States and Israel cannot appreciate the 
manifestation of Palestinian national identity, when they have both 
shown the world what it means to forge, to sustain and to exercise a 
national identity? 

In due course, given the reality of human nature and the 
short-term power of Israel’s state militarism, tfae Palestinian 
rebellion will subside. That is when the true test of Israel and the 
Israeli people will begin. It is not surprising that the initial reaction 
of most Israelis has been to support the government’s tough policy. 
Such is the biology of fear. But what will the Israelis and tfae 
American government do when they realise that this winter's 
uprising is not an isolated event, and that the Palestinians will wave 
their flag over and over again — like Memphis, Da Nang, Soweto 
and Gdansk — until there is justice, sovereignty and security for the 
Palestinians, in Palestine? 

Thoughtful Israelis and honest Israeli leaders — and I am 
convinced that both exist, and one day will prevail in Israel — will 


realise and declare pubbdy ■ that Israeli militarism is pea the 
appropriate response to Palestinian nationalism. The Israeli general 
elutions later this year nay provide an opportunity for such people 
to assert themselves, as a limited number of Israels awerted during 
the 1982 invasion of Lebanon that mifatarem and occupation were 
not the right way to deal with the ocrccivtd threat from South 
D. When the L 


he pcrcni 

Lebanon. When the Lebanese and Palestinian resistance fought the 
Israelis m South Lebanon, Israelis finally withdrew. 


Faced with the Jess militaristic uprising of the Palestinians in 
Palestine, will Israelis react in a similar manner later this year? Wc 
shall soon find out. There wifi come a historical moment and 
opportunity in the modem history of Israel when (he Jewish people 
wifi I have to decide if theirs is a universal or an exciirawn ethic — if 
the morality of Motes and the patriarchy of Abraham is the shared 
heritage of all Semites, or tire privileged right of only one branch of 


the Semitic family. This year may offer just such an opportunity 
h people will either seize it, and re joke in a celebration of 


The I srae li p»np l* 
a universal ethic of humanism and compassion; or they will reject it, 
and opt instead for perpetual fear, and eternal militarism. 

It is a positive gesture, it seems to me. that PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat should repeat this week that the PLO is prepared to 
negotiate with Israel on the basis of all United Nations resolutions 
on Palestine, iyhiffing U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338. Instead of brushing aside such overtures. Israeli and American 
leaders would do well to respond in an equally rational, conciliatory 
and moderate manner. The Palestinians and tbe rest of the Arabs 
have deartv signalled their willingness to come to terms with the 


reality of brae!, at the same moment as the Palestinians have 
reaffirmed — with sr 


i stones and bunting tyres — that Israel can only 
hope to live as a normal state if it, too, comes to terms with the 
requisites of Palestinian national rights. 


The uprising we witness today comes exactly 50 years after the 
great Palestinian strike of 1936-39. The children throwing stones 
and burning tyres today are the erand-chddten of those Palestinians 
who went on strike in Palestine m 1936-39. Will the world heed the 
enduring lessons of history — that liberty is indivisible, and a 
birthright of all peoples — or wifi the world meekly acqu i e sc e in the 
show of American and Israeli contempt that seeks to deny the 
Palestinians the universal right of self-determination and national 


dimity? 

That, in its simplest terms, is the message of the stones. It is the 
desire of all Palestinians, tbe political platform of tbe PLO, and the 


national objective of all Arab states. Where are tbe Israelis who 
would signal to us that they have heard the message, that they can 
respond, and that they can envisage a future in which both Israelis 
and Palestinians live in peace, security, sovereignty and dignity in 
their ancient land? 


Israelis, Palestinians debate peace 


By Paul Taylor 
Reuter 


TEL AVIV — After five weeks 
of violent protests in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders 
have begun debating political in- 
itiatives to break the Middle East 
peace deadlock. 

Tbe future of Israeli rule over 
1.5 million hostile Palestinians 
in the areas occupied in the 1967 
Middle East war looks like being 
the main issue of Israeli general 
elections due in November. 

There is so far little sign of new 
ideas on either side. 

Despite renewed debate on 
peace options, most Israelis seem 
united in rejecting any talks with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) or the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state along- 
side Israel. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, leader of the Labour Par- 
ty, broke with consensus in the 
national unity government this 
weekend by' suggesting Israel 
should seek talks with Jordan 
through an international peace 


conference without waiting for 
the uprising to end. 

“Negotiations while unrest 
continues is much better than... 
only (stone-throwing) before the 
television cameras of the world. 
Tbe worst thing is unrest without 
negotiations,” he said. 

Israelis have shot 39 Palesti- 
nians and wounded more than 
250 in the uprising which began 
on December 9. 

Both. Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, leader of the right-wing 
Likud Bloc, and Defence Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, a leading 
Labour Party hawk, have insisted 
tfae uprising must be suppressed 
before there can be any talk of a 
solution. 

Shamir then wants to revive 
talks on granting limited auton- 
omy to residents of tbe occupied 
territories under the 1978 Israeli- 
Egyptian Camp David peace 
accords. 

Shamir and the Likud insist 
Israel retain sovereignty over the 
entire area and remain adaman tly 
opposed to an international con- 
ference, which they see as a trap 
to force Israel to hand back occu- 


pied Arab land. 

Egypt, which broke off the 
autonomy talks in 1982, and 
Palestinian leaders have rejected 
any revival of the defunct nego- 
tiations. 

Rabin, alternating stern warn- 
ings to the Palestinians with 
offers of eventual negotiations, 
said he hoped the uprising would 
throw up a new local Palestinian 
leadership that would take up the 
challenge of peace talks with 
Israel. 

He was rebuffed at the 
weekend when the Arab mayor 
of Bethlehem, Elias Freij, seen 
by Israelis as as open-minded, 
moderate, insisted Israel must 
talk to the PLO. 

“The PLO is the legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people and any local leaders will 
be rejected by the Arab govern- 
ments, by the Arab people all 
over the world and they will be 
considered as collaborators, so 
tbe idea of having a local lead- 
ership is really not a possibility,” 
he said. 

Freij called for “an immediate, 
courageous and generous Israeli 


offer for real peace, because 
there is a consensus among the 
Palestinian people, the Jorda- 
nians and Israel and all else, 
almost, to mak e peace with 
Israel.” 

He said negotiations would be 
based on exchanging territory for 
peace under U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions 242 and 338 calling 
for secure borders for all Middle 
East states and urging Israel to 
withdraw from te r ritories cap- 
tured in the 1967 war. 

Mavericks in both major Israeli 
parties have seized on die latest 
unrest to can for radical solutions 
to the future of the occupied 
territories. 

Tel Aviv Mayor Shlomo Lahat 
stunned Likud colleagues by 
urging that Israel negotiate to 
return the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip and the Israeli-annexed 
Golan Heights to Jordan and 
Syria, keeping only Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

His call followed efforts by a 
handful of peace activists on 
Likud’s central committee, led by 
Moshe Anrirav, to explore direct 
peace talks with the PLO, round- 



ly condemned by Shamir. 

Labour cabinet minister Ezer 
Weizman, one of the architects of 
the Israeli-Egyptian peace, has 
demanded immediate talks to 
prepare an international confer- 
ence with a JbrdamazhPakstinian 
delegation he says could include 
supporters of the PLO. 

“The situation is so grim, 
something good must come out of 


it. If we are not careful, we will 
have to face much worse upheav- 
als," Weizman told the Jerusalem 
Post. 

“If we manage to get a peace 
offensive going, some of the Arab 
leaders may be able to intervene 
with the Arab youngsters and 
quiet them down or the grounds 
mat their future is being dis- 
cussed.” 


Sale of Saudi wheat to the East signals political shift 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has started selling wheat to the 
Soviet Union and China in a 
move whicb Western diplomats 
see as signalling a gentle thawing 
of Riyadh's anti-communist 
stance. 

As Moscow and, to a lesser 
extent, Peking step up political 
involvement in die volatile Gulf, 
Saudi Arabia has been quietly 
forging contacts with a series of 
behind the scenes talks and trade 
deals. 

Wheat seems an unlikely di- 
plomatic weapon for a desert 
kingdom and the world's number 
one oil exporter. 

But .vast tracts of land have 
been transformed by irrigation 
and, spurred by massive sub- 
sidies. the kingdom’s farmers 
now produce nearly three times 
more wheat than the country 
needs. 

With silos bursting at their 
seams, a sales drive was first 
aimed at Asia and Europe, but 
shipments have now started to 
two of Saudi Arabia's traditional 
ideological foes. 

'The Saudis seem to be taking 
a pragmatic approach by emph- 
asising economic cooperation so 
that relations can develop in a 
natural way,” said one Western 
diplomat. 

The Soviet Union was in feet 
the first state to recognise King 
Abdul Aziz back in 1926 as ruler 
of the Nejd and Hejaz regions of 
what is now modern Saudi 
Arabia. 

But the flirtation with Moscow 
petered out and in 1938 the 
Soviet ambassador was ordered 
out of the country. 

To this day, the two nations 
have not resumed diplomatic re- 
lations. The Saudi monarchy, 
which invests part of its oil wealth 
in holy Islamic cities Mecca and 
Medina, and communist Moscow 
sar to be worlds apart over 
politics and religion. 

Washington has taken over the 
role as Riyadh's main ally, 
although U.S. backing for Israel 


in the Middle East has always lent 
an uncomfortable air to that rela- 
tionship. 

Riyadh has never had diploma- 
tic relations with co mmunis t Chi- 
na, but recently sold Peking 
300,000 tonnes of wheat. And last 
week it announced the shipment 
of 25,000 tonnes to the Soviet 
Union as part of a 50,000 tonne 
deal. 

Diplomats say the sales can be 


partly explained by harsh econo- 
mic realities — Saudi Arabia is 
each year producing about 23 
million tonnes of wheat and with 
domestic consumption no more 
than 900,000 tonnes is desperate- 
ly seeking export markets. 

With so much excess produc- 
tion on their hands and silo 
capacity limited, the kingdom’s 
planners are under pressure to 
sell before the new harvest is 


gathered in March. 

Wheat traders in London reck- 
on Saudi wheat, hard and flint- 
like, could sell for around $90 per 
forme from Saudi ports, broadly 
in line with world market prices. 
. But that recoups only a frac- 
tion of the true cost of over $500 
per tonne which subsidies cost the 
Saadi government 

Diplomats say sales appear to 
be part of a deliberate policy of 


buflding ties with Moscow and 
■Pelting at a time when American 
credibility in the Middle East h as 
taken a severe knock over the 
Iran-contra arms scandal 

The Soviet Union has already 
-launched a major diplomatic 
offensive in the region, helping to 
ship Kuwait’s oil exports in char- 
tered tankers. 

Firm signs that the Soviet Un- 
ion will withdraw troops from 


Afghanistan could also remove a 
stumbling block in relations since 
Riyadh is a major backer of 
Mujahedin rebels. 

China's sale of Silkworm mis- 
siles to Iran — another of Saudi 
Arabia's traditional foes in the 
region — has led to U.N. press- 
ure on Peking to halt deliveries 
and diplomats believe Saudi Ara- 
bia has also added its voice to 
those pleas. 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jaba! Amman near 
Ahhyyah Gin's School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Take away iwffiMt 

Open dailv 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 


Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic 

Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket ■ 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight y 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3'J0p.m. 
A 6:30p.m. - midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akifah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


IIAIfOTEL BD tl^2<|l|la 


Tel: 668193 - Telex 23888 DAROTL - Fax 602434 
Shmeisani - Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 


HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 



CROWN 
INT*L KST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


I 


'Agents all over the world 

Tel: 664090.660852 

Tlx; 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 










Najwa Najjar 
sums up the 
thoughts of 
NawalSaadawl(right) 

'1 WAS committed to what I 
foongbt was right, and I was 
dismissed from . my work, my 
books were censored and I was 
pot in jafl. They tried to ruin my 
reputation. When I supported 
women they said I loved women, 
when I supported men they said I 
loved men. They branded me 
immoral, hysterica] and 
neurotic.*’ 

These are tbe words of tbe 
leading and controversial Egyp- 
tian writer and feminist. Naval 
Saadawi. Hers, she contends, is 
an experience shared by many 
co mm it t ed to the cause of women 
in a ma l e dominated society. 

In a recent trip to Jordan, Dr. 
Saadawi, a specialist in mental 
and public health by pro fe ssion, 
stressed that such risks must be 
taken by those who want to in- 
duce change. “No dmuge is de- 
void of sacrifices, and many 
obstacles will be placed in the 
way by those who benefit from 
the status quo.” 

A founding member and presi- 
dent of tbe Arab Women's Soli- 
darity Association, a non-gov- 
ernmental or ganisa tion affiliat ed 
with the United Nations, Dr. 
Saadawi pointed oat that 
although women make up Half 
the population, their causes have 
not received their due attention 
over hundreds of years because 
“women lack the power to over- 
come the dominating pat riarchal 



“Through reading and 
being creative, women 
could find ways to free 
themselves from the 
domination of the 
fathers, mothers, 
teachers and from the im- 
age created for them by 
society.” 


important to us,” she said, adding 
“we are historical, social femin- 
ists. We depend on our history; 
we are against class, and should 
not distinguish class oppression 
and patriarchal oppression.” 
Tbe association tries through 
seminars and conferences, joint 
projects with UNESCO, a small 
feminist publishing house, a 
feminist theatre and tbe new! 
published magazine 
tbe Future • 


A pebble In a stagnant lake 


& 


Dr. Saadawi believes that the 
evolution of oppression came 
hand in hand with the evolution 
of the patriarchal class system. 
“A system marked by tbe sup- 
remacy of man is another form of 
oppression,” she said, noting that 
ideal groups in the Arab 
orid which call for tbe libera- 
tion of societies, have not 
fathomed the patriarchal class 
system. “Political groups con- 
cerned with class oppression of 
the peasants and working class, 
give only hp service to the libera- 
tion of women and have relegated 
their isues to a secondary posi- 
tion. They have not realised that 
the patriarchal system not only 
oppresses women, but also men 


“We pay anyway to be 
wives, so why not pay 
and be free?” 


who do nptv&eioog to the ri 
class.”"" ’ ■" * 

She maint ains tha t the oppres- 
sion Of men IS simiHar to the 
lion of women. The only 
ference is that in addition to 
politically, eco- 
]y, socially and culturally, 
women are oppressed in the 
family. 

Since the authority in the mar- 
riage institution rests in the hands 
of tiie male members of the fami- 
ly or clan, in most marriages the 
man possesses the woman while 
the woman does not possess the 
man. It becomes bis right to own 
her mind in that she must follow 
what he says, and her body in that 
no one else can touch her. 

She points out that women are 
not allowed to keep their male 


friends after they get married, 
and are only allowed to associate 
with women. “To have men 
friends does not mean you have 
■sex with them, but it is tbe 
woman’s right to have men 
friends.” 

“A woman is not only a body, 
or someone to work for her hus- 
band and children; and marriage 
is not supposed to be the 
woman's only ambition in life, 
but rather that man and marriag e 
are part of the woman’s life,” 
stated Dr. Saadawi. 

In a separate lecture delivered 
at the invitation of the Arab 
Women Graduates Cub, Dr. 
Saadawi said that marriage 
should be built on truth, choice 
and independence and most im- 
portantly equality. 

However, as a rule most 
women love a man because men 
provide them with security, she 
explained, adding that marriages 
bimt on material or financial 
values are not sound 'marriages. 
To her “love is an exchange of 
thoughts and emotions... know- 
ing someone.” 

“How can you live with some- 
one -who .is a stranger? Yon 


“A w oman Is not only a 
body , or someone to 
work for her husband 
and children; and mar- 
riage is not supposed to 
be the woman’s only 
ambition in life, but 
rather that man and mar- 
riage are part of the 
woman’s life.” 


tyrant. If you -are convinced' of 
this person's thinking and perso- 
nality then get married or else 
marriage becomes a process of 
buying and selling,” she advised a 
packed hall at Abdul Hamid Sbo- 
man Foundation earlier this 
month. 

Women must also teach men 
how to be fathers. “Usually the 
husband has power, but has no 
responsibility for his wife or chil- 
dren. He may after 20 years of 
marriage find someone younger 
or prettier than his wife, and 
divorce her leaving her with no- 
thing.” 

Working to change the status 
quo will not be an easy task 
because “our society is not used 
to differences in opinions or dis- 


agreements.” However, Dr. 
Saadawi believes that building 
strength to overcome the patriar- 
chal system comes through know- 
ledge and solidarity, stressing 
that this kind of maturity does not 
happen overnight. 

“It is a step by step process 
which must start with self libera- 
tion,” she stated- According to 
Dr. Saadawi “through reading 
and being creative, women conld 
find ways to free themselves from 
the domination of the fathers, 
mothers, teachers and from th e- 
irnage created for them by socie- 
ty. “She suggests for women to 
discuss instead, of just obeying, 
is- ''--“No one is above 'criticism, and. 
the critiasm 'miist* start with 
ourselves,” rife said. 

When women take the first 
step in seeing themselves as com- 
plete human beings, the image of 
themselves, their value systems, 
attitudes, even the way a woman 
dresses will change, she said. This 
would give women the courage to 
do in public what they do in 
secret and not live contradictory 
lives. 

In a later interview Dr. Saada- 
wi referred to her own personal 
experience. Divorced twice, and 
married three times, she stated 
emphatically that she was wining 
to be single all her life rather than 
being an oppressed successful 
wife. “We pay anyway to be 
wives, so why not pay and be 


free?” she askes. 

She paid more than most for 
her beliefs when tbe late Egyp- 
tian President Anwar Sadat tried 
to silence her by putting her in 
prison. Regardless, Dr. Saadawi 
said she had no regrets. 

“Sadat was not pleased with 
my articles and speeches to the 
U.N. on his open door policy and 
unemployment and how women 
have been forced out of the 
labour force, but Fm so commit- 
ted to what I've done, that I was 
sure that when I leave jail I would 
continue my work and whatever I 
am going to write about it will be 
against the male dominated pat- 
riarchal system, that is againt tbe 
present system.” 

Her book Memoirs in Prison 
describes her experience in prison 
which she said enlightened her. 
For “in prison there is a lot of 
room for evaluation of life and 
finding the essence of personal- 
ity. Some people regret and 
apologise, and end up losing 
themselves or succumbing to 
mental diseases, while others find 
their mistakes and correct them.” 

She was released from prison 
after serving three months when 
‘ Sadat was assassinated. 

Dr. Saadawi considers her ex- 
perience in prison as another ' 
notch in widening her know- 
ledge, and consequently giving 
her more power. The support - 
that women give other women in 
their struggle to liberate them- 
selves is another form of power. 
Citing the example of the Arab 
Women’s Solidarity Association, 
established in Egypt in 1982 with 
branches throughout the Arab 
World, she said “when you have 
unity you have power. You can 
makft women think and rethink.’' 

Although most of the members 
of tbe association are women, 
twenty per cent of those reg- 
istered are men. “Mental attitude 
and commitment to overthrowing 
the patriarchal system is what is 


Women o, 
to change the 
woman's picture of herself. Socie- 
ty has taught os to live for others, 
now we want to live for 
ourselves,” she said. 

Understanding reality was 
pointed out as another important 
step towards change. Tbe differ- 
ence between being a revolution- 
ary and a madperson was empha- 
sised by Dr. Saadawi. “A revolu- 
tionary understands reality, a 
madperson does not.” For exam- 
ple some revolutionaries prefer 
not to deal with religion or deny it 
completely. Religion is part of 
the social reality whether there is 
belief in God or not, she said, 
adding: “Everyone has a diffe- 
rent way of looking at Islam and 
of explaining religion for their 
purposes, and I explain religion 
for my benefit.” She believes that 
religion advocates equality and 
social justice between people. 

Once reality is understood, 
step by step change becomes 
easier. However, Dr. Saadawi 
stressed that success in work 
plays an important role in en- 
couraging women to take the step 
and to speak out for their rights. 
“I did not collapse or develop 
mental diseases becasue I was 
protected, and my protection 
came from the strength I had 
built by educating myself; cease- 
less work and learning from 
others, in addition to success in 


“Only when yon take 
yourself, your job and 
your cause seriously, and 
only then will people take 
you seriously.” 


medicine, writing and women 
organisations,” she said. 

Even those who stood against 
Dr. Saadawi respected her. 
“Only when you take yourself, 
your job and your cause serious- 
ly, and only then will people take 
you seriously.'’ For those women 
who do not work. Dr. Saadawi 
advised them to struggle, to pur- 
sue their education and to find 
work. 

Dr. Saadawi considers the con- 
troversies which surrounded her 
as positive since “our society is 
like a stagnant lake, you have to 
throw pebbles in to stir it.” She 
believes that if everyone 
approves of you. “you are not 
saying anything. We must have 
people with and against us to 
have change.” 


Safer childhood: 

Two powerful influences 


Peter Adamson, collaborating author of UNICEFs Tbe State of the 
World's Children, discusses children's prospects for sunival and 
growth in tbe latest issue of People, the population and development 
magazine of tbe International Planned Parenthood Federation, The 
following feature has been extracted foam his article. 


EVERY week, a quarter of a 
milli on young children are dying 
in the developing world from 
frequent infection and poor nutri- 
tional health. That this is a 
tragedy for individual families 
goes without saying. That it is a 
tragedy for development is 
almost as obvious: For there is a 
clear connection between the 
mental and physical development 
of children and the social and 
economic development of their 
societies. 

Tbe issue of the ill-health, poor 
growth, and early death of so 
many millions of children has 
attracted a multitude of detailed 
studies in recent years. In particu- 
lar, research has sought to deter- 
mine the factors which are most 
closely and consistently corre- 
lated with child deaths and child 
health. The picture which 
emerges is unusually steady and 
dear. 

In almost all developing coun- 
tries, it appears that the two most 
powerful determinants of a 
child's chances of survival and 
normal, healthy growth are the 
educational level of its mother 
and the length of the interval 
between births. In many studies, 
these two factors have been 
found, surprisingly, to be even 
more strongly correlated with 
child health than family income 
itself. 

It comes as no surprise to learn 
that child health and survival rises 
with the level of the mother’s 
education. But it has usually been 
assumed that education was simp- 
ly an indicator of the family's 
social and economic level and 
that it was this, rather than 
education itself, which was tbe 
real determinant of children's 
well-being. But research in. for 
example, Nigeria and Kenya has 
pointed out that, far from being 
just a proxy for income, female 
education is a powerful lever, in 
its own right, for raising levels of 
child health. . 

‘The evidence on the signifi- 
cance of the relationship is une- 
quivocal,” concludes a World 
Bank review of many such stu- 
dies. “Maternal education is 
closely related to child health 
whether measured by nutritional 
status or infant and child mor- 


tality.” 

Common sense suggests sever- 
al obvious explanations. An edu- 
cated mother is dearly more like- 
ly to be well-informed about such 
life and death issues as antenatal 
care, tetanus injections, family 
planning, breast-feeding, im- 
munisation, the spedal food 
needs of the young child, and 
preventing and coping with ill- 
ness. 

But just as important, educa- 
tion tends to impart an awareness 
of choice, a belief that decisions 
can be made, and circumstances 
changed. An educated woman is 
more likely to know about the 
outside world and make demands 
on it: More likely, for instance, to 
seek out a doctor or a health 
worker. 

The other factor which has 
been most dosely and consistent- 
ly related to child health is the 
number and tuning of births. Spe- 
cifically, it has been shown that 
the health risk to both mother 
and child is significantly increased 
if the space between births is less 
than two years, if the total num- 
ber of births to one woman is 
more than five, and if the age of 
the mother is less than 18 or more 
than 35. 

“If no mother gave birth within 
two years of a previous birth," 
concluded the recent World Fer- 
tility Survey, “this alone would 
reduce the infant mortality by at 
least 15 per cent.” A World Bank 
investigation has gone further, 
es timating tha t avoiding births 
within two years of a previous 
birth could reduce infant mortal- 
ity by up to 25 per cent in most 
Third World countries. 

In some areas with very high 
rates of infant mortality, such as 
Bangladesh and Pakistan, chil- 
dren born within two years of a 
previous birth are two-and-a-half 
times more likely to die in child- 
hood than babies bom after an 
interval of four yean or more. 
The World Fertility study in 
Bangladesh, for example, re- 
ported that: “In summary, tbe 
strongest determinants of infant 
and child mortality in rural Bang- 
ladesh are the length of tbe pre- 
vious interval and the birth order 
of the child.” 

Many studies in the last 10 


years have shown that birth-spac- 
ing can also protect growth as 
well as save lives. One survey in 
Thailand found a 70 per cent 
malnutrition rate among children 
who were less than two years old 
when a brother or sister was 
bom. against a rate of 37 per cent 
among those who did not yet 
have a younger sibling. 

Tbe reasons for the powerful 
correlations between birth-spac- 
ing and child health are obvious. 
Becoming pregnant when the 
last-bom child is under tbe age of 
two often means that breast-feed- 
ing ends too abruptly and that the 
often difficult ana risky process of 
weaning is not given the priority 
it deserves. Usually, also, there is 
a fall-off in the genera] level of 
attention and priority given to a 
child who is still vulnerable and in 
need of a great deal of care and 
attention. 

But probably an even more 
important factor is the effect of 
too many or too frequent births 
on tbe health and well-being of 
mothers. Repeated pregnancy 
and breast-feeding, with insuffi- 
cient recovery time in between, 
depletes a mother's health and 
strength. Often the result is 
babies of low birthweight. And 
although affecting only about 20 
per cent of all births in the de- 
veloping world, low birth-weights 
are associated with around 40 per 
cent of all infant deaths. 

Finally, the sheer difficulty of 
looking after two or more very 
small children means that few 
mothers can do the job as well as 
they would like, especially when 
the job attracts little in the way of 
moral or practical support from 
society in general and men in 
particular. Breast-feeding, pre- 
paring good weaning foods, fre- 
quent feeding, getting children 
immunised, keeping food and wa- 
ter and homes clean, monitoring 
growth, coping with diarrhoeal 
disease — all make heavy de- 
mands on a mother's time and 
energy. 

Thus the two greatest determi- 
nants of a child's chances of 
survival and normal, healthy 
growth — apart from the factor of 
where in the world that particular 
child happens to be bom — are 
connected with the rights and the 
well-being of women. For educa- 
tion and birth-sparing are power- 
ful ways of reducing tbe burdens 
of women and of enhancing their 
ability to cope with those bur- 
dens. 


Britons abroad branded scoundrels, 
freeloaders and hooligans 


By Deborah Telford 

Reuter 

LONDON — Whatever hap- 
pened to the Englishman abroad, 
that gentlemanly diplomat for his 
country and model to the rest of 
the world of good British man- 
ners? 

“Hooligans,” “scoundrels,” 
“freeloaders,” “comedians” and 
drug traffickers have upstaged 
him as the standard bearers of 


Syria’s ancient Turkish baths a haven for modern aches 


» By Hala Jaber 

Renter 

DAMASCUS — Steam coils 
[ through the tiled chambers of tbe 
~ old Turkish baths of Damascus as 
, muscular attendants soap and 
_ pummel the backs of their willing 
victims. 

When the chill of the Syrian 
winter starts to bite, the ancient 
baths still beckon tired workers to 
a warm haven where they can 
relax aching, knotted muscles. 

The public steam-rooms, bnilt 
when few private houses had 
bathrooms, are even popular with 
mothers hunting brides for their 
sons and they are used as venues 
for stag and hen parties. 

Hundreds of Turkish baths, 
some dating from the 18th cen- 
tury, still operate in Syria and 
proride a service fit for a king of 
old — ■ or for the princes who still 
come.- 

“The minute you walk in yon 
fee! you have entered another 
world, that of folklore, tradition, 
relaxation, warmth and cleanli- 
ness,”. said Ziad Sqelli, 25,. a 
frequent visitor. 

Bright and colourful Syrian 
carpets and antique brasswork 
adorn the public baths and the 
old.wooden benches are covered 
with hand-made nigs. 

The ritual begins with a choice 


ofboree-taiL 
life bather strips in the barani 
(salon), an outer chamber, and 
enters the world of steam in the 
inode'chamber, thejowam. . 

Vision blurs as douds of steam 
AS the . chamber and the botfy 
• sfiptmto sensations of relaxation, 
w a r mth and drownsiness- 
. ‘fYon. can feel your body pers- 
pire.your muscles relax and your 
pore '-open wider to let out 
' nnramwiftt j w i dirt that, can not 
'Otherwise be cleaned or seen,” 
Sqtfiir added. ' 


After the session in the steam 
room, wlncfa often echoes to old 
Arabic songs cheeriy bellowed 
out by young men, the customer 
is taken to a small chamber like a 
cubicle and handed over to tbe 
muaJem or master. 

Tbe mualem sits opposite on 
the warm, tiled floor and begins 
to scrub, pummel, rub and 
squeeze tbe body with the fibrous 
loofah, while buckets of hot 
steamy water from stone basins 
are poured over the bather. 

The mualem, leaning on n pfle 
of cushions, manipulates the 
back, starting from foe neck and 
slowly moving downwards, as he 
massages the client’s aching mus- 
cles. 

“The feeling is sensational, 
sometimes the sponge harts as its 
fibres bite into your body,” 
Khaled Walid said after a bath. 

“But you can fed each pore, 
cell and muscle in your body 
come alive as your blood seeps 
through foe veins from tbe rigor- 
ous scrubbing,'* he said. 

The bather is next gently 
sponged with foaming soap and 
Ms hair washed about seven times 
before be goes back to ihebaram. 

Wrapped from bead to foot in 
diy towels, he lies on a bench 
sipping: hot tea, coffee, herbal or 
soft drinks until his body temper- 
ature returns to normal. 

The whole procedure costs up 
to 50 Syrian pounds — 1 two dol- 
lars. 

Tbe Turkish public baths ca- 
tered for tbe rich as well as the 
workers and are stiB patronised, 
though less often, by Syrian offi- 
cials, Western diplomats and 
foreign tourists. 

“We still get princes from Gulf 
countries; Syrian, and other Arab 
ministers, and foreign ' diplo- 
mats,” said the manager of Nour 
El Dine Turkish bath in the old 
Damascus Bzourieh Souq. 

“The foreigners range from di- 


plomats of foe European embas- 
sies in Damascus to troops from 
foe United Nations.” 

Although women’s Turkish 
baths have the same character 
and services as foe mens', foe 
ladies have their own social 
rituals. 

They visit for an outing or to 
socialise with friends and neigh- 
bours and will spend much of the 


day chatting and catching up on 
foe latest gossip. 

On such occasions the women 
take packed lunches which they 
spread in the barani and share 
togehter. Births and weddings 
also provide excuses for a social 
gathering at foe baths. 

Mothers seeking a wife for 
their sons go to foe Turkish baths 
to scrutinise a range of girls para- 


ding naturally, and study their 
behaviour, maimers and move- 
ment. 

The Nour A1 Dine manager 
said although scores of baths still 
exist, many are threatened with 
closure because they deteriorat- 
ing and there is a lade of finance 
to keep them going. 

Private businessmen or Syria's 
ministry of tourism have taken 


over and renovated some. 

“Although now most homes 
have bathrooms and the public 
baths can no longer exist just for 
that specific service, many people 
still love them and they are re- 
garded by the younger generation 
as social dubs,” Ziad Sqelli said. 

"They represent part of Syria’s 
history and tradition and should 
be maintained.” 


Cyprus figurine is find of the decade 


By Katherine McEiroy 

Reuter 

NICOSIA — A newly-discovered 
prehistoric figurine of a woman 
giving birth, described by 
archaeologists as Cyprus’s find of 
the decade, shows there was 
organised religion in the 
Mediterranean 5,000 years ago. 

"It’s a find of exceptional im- 
portance for tiie development of 
religion and society of the old 
world,” said Edgar Peltenbmg of 
Edinburgh University, director of 
foe fog in western Cyprus. 

It may also link emerging reli- 
gion id the island's prehistory- 
with the great colt of the love 
goddess Aphrodite that thrived 
some 2400 years later in classical 
times. 

The 5,000-year-old pottery 
figurine was found with 18 others 
inside or near a model of a 
building uncovered recently by 
archaeologists .from the Scottish 
University, 

The 15-cm fjgurine depicts a 
woman seated on a birth stool 
with the painted head and bands 
of a child emerging from between 
her legs. 

“What I think this find does is 
show that there were special 
braidings set aside for birth, 
associated with rituals,” Pelten- 
burg said. 

“This is' one way in which 


religion started to emerge as a 
separate institution m society as 
distinct from magic and so forth, 
which was never institutional- 
ised.”' 

He said that while the model 
buflding could represent a birth 
hut, evidence of rites attached to 
it indicated religion in the 
malting. 

The (fig in the middle of a 
banana plantation on the coastal 
plain will continue this summer. 
It is funded by tbe National 
Geographic Magazine and the 
British Academy. 

The model building is of pot- 
tery with a doorway, fireplace 
and internal partitions, and is 
identical to one of foe buildings 
excavated on the site. 

Peltenburg said tbe wall of the 
full-size building may have been 
deliberately pushed over and that 
part of foe rite abandoned im- 
mediately afterwards. 

He said archaeologists, did not 
know why the people would leave 
what was prosperous settlement 
containing the largest prehistoric 
buildings fbnnd in Cyprus. 

'-"We're thinking along the lines 
that tills was all part of a closure 
ceremony, and people came and 
communally perhaps deposited 
these items before leaving. 

“They were borken, some of 
them were smeared so you 
couldn’t see the decoration on 


them.. The very fact they would 
break and smear them suggests 
they did in fact have significance, 
that they (fid symbolise certain 
supernatural powers,” Pelten- 
bmrg said. 

“We're very seldom in a posi- 
tion to talk of an event in prehis- 
tory, here we can see a communal 
ceremony... in which foe objects 
were deconsecra t ed, taken out of 
circulation, buried deliberately, 
never more to be unearthed.” 

The figurine, Peltenburg said, 
did not give a realistic portrayal 
of birth, but was a symtol of the 
idea of birth. 

“She is not in pain... Tbe same 
as others we have got that are not 
so explicit, but we know they are 
in childbirth. Nor is it a doll, it's 
much too cumbersome.” 

Peltenburg said tbe find 
showed that there was religious 
organisation in foe Mediterra- 
nean some 1,000 years earlier 
than had previously been 
thought It also gave some insight 
into society m what is known as 
the Chalcohfoic period of Cyprus 
which lacks written records. 

“We’re talking about commun- 
al ritual activity of some kind in 
which quite dearly the female in 
society is playing a most impor- 
tant role, given the fact that all 
the figurines, except one, can be 
regarded as female.” he said. 

“I think that is important for a 


society which we have no evi- 
dence, for example, of any 
weapons. That comes later in foe 
Bronze Age,” he said. 

“In the subsequent period 
when there is evidence of males 
becoming dominant, you have 
weaponry right away... like 
spearheads, big daggers, knives.” 

Described by the Cyprus anti- 
quities department as foe find of 
foe decade, foe dig also points to 
a link with later religious de- 
velopment on tbe island. . 

“Even though we lack critical 
pieces of the jigsaw puzzle... 
there's no denying that there ex- 
isted in foe mists of prehistory an 
exceptionally strong fertility cult 
in foe west of Cyprus where 
Aphrodite's cult later became so 
strong. 

“It answers why Aphrodite's 
cult situated itself where it did... 
To my knowledge there is no 
concentration of female figurines 
in the Mediterranean that match- 
es the concentration in the west 
of Cyprus,” Peltenburg said. 

“Archaeology has always had a 
figurine found here, a peculiar 
building found there. What we've 
here is at last certain types of 


igurines and a certain type of 
model of a certain type of build- 
ing, which we’ve excavated, 
found together... 

“Suddenly we can put things 
together,” he said. 


British behaviour overseas, 
according to Britain's Foreign 
Office, usually known more for 
its art of understatement. 

Foreign Office Minister Tim 
Eggar recently warned that such 
groups made up a “dangerous 
minority" of British tourists and 
could increasingly damage foe 
country’s name as travel overseas 
continued to grow, with more 
Britons going further afield in 
1988 than their package-tour 
favourites of Spain and Greece. 

Eggar called a press conference 
to announce that from this year, 
often hard-pressed consulates 
have been told to say “no” to 
undeserving people or make 
them a low priority so they can 
help people in real need. 

The scroungers think consuls 
are part-time bank managers, 
travel agents, or simply nannys, 
Eggar said. The freeloaders think 
foe taxpayer should subsidise 
their globetrotting. 

The hooligans, including some 
football supporters, deliberately 
set out to make trouble. And the 
comedians are so-called because 
the instinctive response to their 
requests is “you must be joking,” 
Eggar said. 

In 1987 such requests included 
asking consular officials to repatri- 
ate a dying dog, provide foe latest 
stock market prices, and, at 4 
a.m., check a soccer cup final 
score. 

The image of foe Briton abroad 
remains badly tarnished after 39 
people died when soccer fans 
rioted at Brussels' Heysei sta- 
dium before foe European Cup 
final between Liverpool ana 
Juventus in 1985. 

In Spain and Greece, which 
hosted over a third of the 27 
million Britons who travelled 
overseas last year, it is often of 
beer-swilling, rowdy people who 
spend less than other tourists and 
want their holiday resorts to be 
hot versions of home. 

The image fits the domestic 
profile of foe average Briton at 
home who is outlined in tbe 
government handbook “Britain 
1988” as a lager-drinking, televi- 
sion addict eating take-away 
food. 

“We can't change the image of 
foe Brit in general," Eggar told 
Reuters in an interview. “What 1 
think we can try to do is to 
discourage the really bad tiny 
minority and to make it quite 
clear that we will not support 
them and that they are not part of 
modem Britain.” 

He said that because their 
country was an island Britons 


were still less accustomed than 
nationalities such as foe French 
and Germans to crossing into 
another country foT short 
periods. 

The average Briton travelling 
abroad on a package tour for the 
first time, “gets plonked in a 
hotel where English is widely 
spoken and he really thinks that 
he's in part of the U.K. and 
forgets that he’s in a different 
country with different laws,” 
Eggar said. 

He said consuls had to deal 
with people who had been 
brought up with foe attitude of 
automatically turning to the state 
for help if they were in trouble. 

“I think that perhaps we’ve 
been guilty. We haven't done 
enough to educate... and perhaps 
we have tended to bend over 
backwards where other countries 
may be would take a rather more 
hands off attitude," he said. 

Tbe number of Britons travell- 
ing overseas has increased nearly 
six fold in the past 20 years and is 
continuing to rise. 

But the Foreign Office has 
deliberately decided against in- 
creasing its full time consular 
services, even in Turkey, which is 
joining foe Perennials Spain, 
Greece, foe Canary Islands and 
Portugal as a popular destination. 

“It is simply to say that just 
because you decide to develop an 
area as a tourist area do not 
expect that we can move foe 
resources in,” Eggar said. 

Charges for consular services 
will also be revised yearly from 
now instead of every three years, 
Eggar said. 

“Why should the perfectly 
reasonable British citizen travell- 
ing abroad... effectively subsidise 
the yobbo.” he said. 

While the government and tour 
operators are quick to defend 
British tourists as generally being 
no better or worse behaved than 
other nationalities, Eggar said 
there were larger numbers of 
Britons involved in drug traffick- 
ing abroad compared with other 
nationalities. 

Of foe British nationals cur- 
rently imprisoned overseas, 872 
or 56 per cent have been jailed 
for drag offences, many in Spain, 
and their numbers are increasing, 
he said. 

Spain is also co-operating with 
Britain to try to extradite cliques 
of wanted British criminals, who 
have settled in foe Costa del Sol, 
dubbed the “Costa del crime.” 
They are avoiding arrest at home 
and are now thought to be in- 
volved in crime rackets there. 
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Seoul appeals to N. Korea, Cuba 
to reconsider stand on Olympics 


Graf cruises into open play-offs 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) her opening four match* 


JEOUL (R) — The South Ko- 
.ean Olympic Committee Moo- 
Jay appealed to North Korea and 
:ts : dose ally Cuba to abandon 
heir boycott of this summer’s 
sanies. 

The appeal came despite de- 
erio^ating relations between 
Mortfi and South with Seoul last 
veek accused Pyongyang of des- 
roying one of its airliners with 
115 people on board. 

It put an alleged North Korean 
:py on television to confess to 
Wanting a bomb on the plane last 
November , and has launched a 
Hpiomatic offensive to punish 
Pyongyang. 

But Olympic committee chief 
Kim Chong-Ha said in a state- 
ment: “We particularly call on 
! forth Korea and Cuba to change 
heir positions even now and pax- 
iripate in the Seoul Olympics to 
■ielp realise the hopes and dreams 
of mankind to make the world 
one family.” 

The committee’s appeal came 
despite expiry of the deadline for 
Olympic acceptances at midnight 
Geneva time Sunday. | 

A record 161 countries have I 


accepted invitations to the games, and the Seychelles are the only South Korea “would not offer the 
whim begin next September. other members of the 167-mem- healthiest and most honourable 
Albania , Ethiopia, Nicaragua ber IOC not to accept the in vita- conditions for Olympic Games.” 

' _ __ “ ti 00 to *. . - Meanwhile, Cuba’s athletes ex- 

iCiC* rlAnr °l yi3 ? p iL? a f 1 5 pressed support for Havana’s de- 

aoor k 00 ? 6 * P* 81 festival of to sta y away from the 

hannony for all humanity, trans- Olympic Games in Seoul in a 
CT1 1 I nr\f*n cendiiig political ideologies and Ictter {0 President Fidel Castro 

i3 till V/ L/vll helping end wars, disputes and published in a govenunent news- 

LAUSANNE, Switzerland (R) Pyongyang announced a “We, the athletes that make up 

— Interactional Olympic Com- % the games because the national sports' preselection, 

mittee (IOC) President Juan talks on making it a co-host broke meeting in general assembly, 

Antonio Samaranch said on Mon- down 6 firmly back the decision adopted 

door Z 88 ***“ °P“Jw Last Friday Cuban President by our government and Olympic 
North Korea to accept an IOC (^uo said his country committee to not attend the 

compromise and attend the Seoul ^ attend the games be- Olympic Games in Seoul if the 

Olympics. rc ni yy the political turmoil in present conditions persist.” 

Samaranch told a news confer- 1 

had met the IOCs deadline of Paris-Dakar rally marred by another serious crash 

Sun da v midnight for accenting J J 


South Korea “would not offer the 
healthiest and most honourable 
conditions for Olympic Games.” 

Meanwhile, Cuba's athletes ex- 
pressed support for Havana's de- 
cision to stay away from the 
Olympic Games in Seoul in a 
letter to President Fidel Castro 
published in a government news- 
paper Sunday. 

“We, the athletes that make up 
the national sports' preselection, 
meeting in general assembly, 
firmly back the decision adopted 
by our government and Olympic 
committee to not attend the 
Olympic Games in Seoul if the 
present conditions persist.” 


— World No. 1 Steffi Graf con- 
tinued her juggernaut run 
through the 51.9-miHion Austra- 
lian Open tennis championships 
Monday. Australian Anne Mat- 
ter crushed fourth-seeded Pam 
Shriver of the United States. 

Graf, of West Germany, took 
just 55 minutes to defeat 13th- 
seeded Swede Catarina Undqvist 
6-0, 7-5 to advance to the quarter- 
finals of the first Grand Slam 
event of the year. 

Graf, playing at whirlwind 
pace, took just 16 minnfM to 
breeze through the first set, but 
Lindqyist pat up sterner resist- 
ance m the second. 

The 18-year-old Graf, aiming 
for her first Australian title, later 
admitted she sometimes becomes 
bored when she wins easily. She 
has dropped just 13 games in 


her opening four matches. 

. Graf, the hardest hitter in 
women’s tennis, now will piay* 
two-time titlist and defending 
champion Hana MazuUikova of 
Australia. 

Mmter, 24, ranked 38th in the 
work!, took just 61 minutes to 
dispatch Shriver, who had won 
warm-up tournaments in Bris- 
bane and Sydney earlier in tbe 
month, but found her movement 
restric te d by a recurring groin 
strain. 

Jordan’s soccer team 
blanks UAE 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
national yyrc T team blanked the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
team 2-0 Monday in a friendly 
match in Manama, Bahrain. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Sunday midnight for accepting 
invitations to the Seoul Games, 
■which open in September. 

Samaranch said: 'The IOC still 
hopes to reach an agreement with 
North Korea. One door has been 
.closed with the January 17 dead- 
line. But we will be happy to 
reopen tbe door as soon as North 
Korea accepts our offer.” 


BAMAKO, Mali (R) — The 
Paris-Dakar motor Rally, its fu- 
ture clouded after a heavy death 
and accident toll, was marred by 
another serious accident during a 
timed stage across western Mali. 

Jean-Claude Huger, one of 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand's motorbike escort who is 
riding for a national police team 


in the rally, crashed his BMW 
bike Sunday during the 378-km 
special stage between Timbuktu 
and Bamako, organisers said. 

They said Huger was in a deep 
coma after tbe accident and would 
be flown back to Paris during. tbe 
evening. 

The 31-year-old Huger was 
30th in the motorcycle standings 


Teams clash in U.S. college basketball confrontation 


HEW YORK (AP) — Chris 
laines scored 23 points and Reg- 
. ie Cross bad 18 points and nine 
abounds as Hawaii upset New 
fexioo in a Western Athletic 
Conference game. 

David Hollums scored two bas- 
ets to put Hawaii in front 75-72. 

ilo. 13 Illinois 103, Tennessee 


Nick Anderson scored 21 
. oints Sunday in fteJQfini’s 103- 
T 9 rout of Tennessee. Kendall 
.lill added 19 points, Ken Battle 
■:ad 17 and three other players 
' ere in double figures. 

1 Connecticut 51, No. 14 Syra- 
cuse 50 

Phil Gamble's 3-pointer with 
:01 left tied the score 50-50 and 
Miff Robinson went to line for 
-vo shots with two seconds left. 
Lobinson missed the first shot 
’ ut hit the second for Connecti- 
. ut's only lead of the game. 

; Kansas St 69, No. H Oidaho- 
i ia 62 

Mftch Richmond's 33 points 
? id' Kansas State over Oklahoma 
.i a lag eight game, banding the 
Loaners their second straight 
! jss. The Sooners, who had been 
averaging 112 points per game, 
lust Monday night to Louisiana 
State 84-77. 


Maryland 72, No. 9 Duke 69 

Derick Lewis’ Slam Dunk with 
24 seconds left broke a 69-69 tie 
and Randy Archer added a free 
throw for the final margin for 
Maryland. 

Boston College, 68, No. 15 
Georgetown 66 

Dana Barros scored 30 points, 
including a jumper as time ex- 
pired, to lead Boston College 
over Georgetown, 11-3 but 1-2 in 
the Big East Conference. 

Michigan St. 75, Indiana 74 

George Papadakos^ scored 
with 13 seconds left in overtime 
to give Michigan State its victory 
over Indiana, helping knock the 
Hoosiers out of the top for the 
first time this season. 

No. Z Arizona 70, Oregon 54 
Sean Elliott and Anthony 
Cook each scored 18 points, lead- 
ing Arizona to an easy Pacific-10 
Conference victory over Oregon. 
Arizona, 16-1, has won all six of 
its conference games by no fewer 
than 16 points. 

No. 2’N." Ctirotma 87, Virginia - 
62 

North Carolina held Virginia to 
four points in the first five mi- 
nutes of tbe second half and used 
an 11-2 spurt to take a 49-32 lead. 


No. 3 Temple 73, St. 
Bonaventnre 63 

Mark Macon’s 3-pointer with 
3:43 left gave temple a 63-59 lead 
and the Owls pulled away for an 
Atlantic 10 victory over St. 
Bonaventure- Macon had 14 of 
his 21 points in the second half. 

No. 4 Kentucky 83, Tennessee 
65 

Kentucky used a 13-0 run to 
take a 19-4 lead, then coasted to a 
Southeastern Conference victory 
over Tennessee. Rex Chapman 
led the way with 23 points. 

No. 5 Purdue 82, Minnesota 
74 

Todd Mitchell scored 30 
points, including 8-for-8 from the 
field, and Purdue scored its 14th 
straight victory by beating Minne- 
sota in the big ten. 

No. 6 Pitt 85, VHIanova 73 

Pittsburgh led by as many as 17 
points before holding off Villano- 
va in the big east. Jerome Lane 
had 17 points for the Panthers. 

No. 8 Las Vegas 92, Provi- 
dence 72 

Led by Jarvis Basnight and 
Gerald Paddio, Nevada-Las 
Vegas scored the first 11 points of 
the second half. The Ronnin' 


Rebels, 14-1, trailed 49-43 when 
the half started. 

No. 10 Iowa St. 123, U.S. 
International 92 

Jeff Grayer had 32 points and a 
career-high 24 rebounds as Iowa 
State tronneed U.S. : interna- 
tional. 

Gary Thompkins matched his 
career high with 21 points for 
Iowa State, 15-2. 

No. 16 Kansas 95, Hampton 
U. 69 

Danny Manning scored 22 
points as Kansas won its 55th in £ 
row at Allen Fieldhouse, the 
longest home w inning streak in 
Division I. 

No. 19 Iowa 92, Northwestern 
68 

Jeff Moe hit three 3-pointers in 
a 19-0 run in the second half as 
Iowa overcame a seven-point 
northwestern lead in winning the 
big ten game. Moe wound up 
with 19 points for Iowa, 11-5 and 
2-2 in the conference. 

Auburn 65, Mississippi St. 57 

Auburn' went on a 13-0 nm 
with 7:11 left in the first half, 
erasing a 20-17 Mississippi State 
lead. John Caylor scored 18 
points for Auburn, 10-3 and 3-1 
in the Sec. 


3roncos jversus Browns in Super Bowl showdown 


DENVER (AP) — John El way’s 
third touchdown pass, a 20-yar- 
ier to Sammy Winder with 4:01 
to play, and a goal-line fumble by 
Cleveland lifted the Denver 
broncos to a 38-33 victory over 
he Browns Sunday and into their 
;econd straight Super Bowl. 

The Browns had rallied from 
: n 18-point deficit to tie tbe score 
1 1-31 but fumbled away a chance 
: 3 tie it once again on the Denver 
2 with about a minute left 

Elway led Denver on a 75- 
yard, five-play drive, finding 
Winder on a short pass. Winder 
broke tackles by Frank Minni- 
■;leld and Chris Rockins before 
ringing into the comer of the end 
: one for tbe winning touchdown. 

The victory gave Denver its 
hird AFC championship. The 


Broncos will play Wash ;:gton on 
Jan. 31 in the Super Bowl. The 
Broncos lost to Dallas in 1978 and 
the New York Giants 'ast year in 
previous Super Bov! appear- 
ances. 

The last team to go to consecu- 
tive Super Bowls was the Red- 
skins in 1983 and 1984. 

The 75-yard drive was high- 
lighted by a pair of 26-yard passes 
to rookie Ricky Nattiel. Denver’s 
No. 1 Draft Pick began the drive 
with a sideline catch over all-pro 
comerback Hanford Dixon, then 
sped across tbe middle for 
another long gain to the 20. 

Winder scored on the next 
play. 

Gevelaud then launched yet 
another retaliatory drive, but it 
died at tbe 2 when Earnest Byner 


fumbled. Byner was on his way 
into tiie end zone when he was 
stripped by Jeremiah CastOle, 
who recovered for the Broncos 
with 1:05 left. 

Denver punter Mike Horan ran 
out of the end zone for a safety 
with eight seconds to play, giving 
the Browns their final two points. 

Tbe Browns, who trailed 21-3 
at halftime and 28-10 in the third 
quarter, finally tied the score on 
Webster Slaughter’s 4-yard re- 
ception 4:12 into the fourth 
quarter. 

After Rich Kariis' 38-yard field 
goal had given the Broncos a 
31-24 lead, Bemie Kosar guided 


the Browns 86 yards in nine 
plays. A 53-yard pass play over 
the middle to Byner and a 14- 
yard run by Kevin Mack keyed 
the drive. 

Earlier, Elway threw for two 
touchdowns, including an 80-yar- 
der to Mark Jackson. That third- 
quarter broken play was the 
longest playoff touchdown in 
Broncos history. 

Jackson, whose 5-yard touch- 
down capped the 98-yard drive to 
the tying score in last year's AFC 
championship game, took a 5- 
yard pass from the sc rambling 
Elway and sped down the side- 
line, eluding two ladders. 



FOR RENT 


Fully-furnished, Ist-floor (2-storey villa) apartment, con- 
sisting living/dining area, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
colour T.V., independent telephone and fully-equipped 
kitchen. Reasonable rent. 

Location: 4th Circle. 

Call: 671925. 
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ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS OF 
OTHER LANGUAGES 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that courses in Modem Standard 
Arabic for Speakers of Other Languages will 
commence on January, 30, and will last for 16 
weeks. Two programmes will be offered. 

1. The intensive programme in which classes 
meet in the morning for 20 hours per week, 
Saturday- Wednesday. The fee for these 
courses is JD 140 per term. 

2. The regular programme in which classes meet 
6 hours per week (5:30-7: 10 Saturday, Mon- 
day and Wednesday). The fee for these 
courses is JD 50 per term. 

Those interested, please call at the Language 
Centre for registration between January 23-27, 
1988. * 
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before Sunday’s stage. 

Two people have been killed 
and several others seriously in- 
jured in the 22-day race, which 
began in Paris on Jan. 1. 

Jean-Marie Balestre, chairman 
of the International Motor Sports 
Federation (FISA), has called an 
emergency meeting with the 
organisers after the year’s rally 
ends to discuss the future of the 
Paris-Dakar. 

Some 85 per cent of the 1988 
coarse, billed as the hardest in 
the Paris-Dakar’s 10-year history, 
runs over previously uoraced 
ground. 

Sunday's 676-km nm was seen 
by drivers as a relatively easy 
drive after punishing stages of up 
to 1,000 km through desert sands. 
It took drivers out of the Sahara 
and into the humid south-west of 
Mali. 

But Britain’s Andrew Cowan, 
fifth overall for Mitsubishi before 
Sunday, was disqualified after his 
engine seized up during tbe timed 
stage. Cowan’s car was towed to 
the Bamako finish line. 

Patrick Tambay of France won 
the car and Lorry class for the 
day, covering the easier terrain at 
an average speed of more than 
100 kph. 

Tambay, driving a Range Rov- 
er, finished the stage through 


western Mali three and a half 
minutes ahead of fellow French- 
man Alain Abosno in a Peugeot. 

Overall leader An Vatanen of 
F inlan d finished sixth, while com- 
patriot Juha Kankkunen, also' 
driving a Peugeot works car, held 
on to second place overall despite 
finishing 50th in the stage. 

Tbe rally ends Friday in Dakar, 
the capital of France's former 
west African colony of Senegal. 

Meanwhile, the 18th stage of 
the rally was delayed two hours 
Monday after rally leader Ari 
Vatanra’s car was stolen and held 
for $91,000 ransom, organisers 
said. 

Witnesses told Malian author- 
ities that they saw the Peugeot 
405, a prototype car covered in 
bright publicity stickers, crossing 
a bridge over the Niger River 
early Monday. Mechanics had 
worked on repairing the car until 
just before dawn before parking 
it at the guarded rally bivouac 
near where they slept. 

Jean Todt, director of the 
Peugeot Talbot sport team, said 
he received a phone call at his 
hotel room demanding the 
money. 

“They asked me to come in a 
taxi with the ransom to a place 
that I did not understand tire 
name of,” Todt said. 


NHL STANDINGS 



I Wales Conference 





Patrick Division 





w 

L 

T 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

Philadelphia Flyers 

23 

17" 

6 

52 

158 

162 

New York Islanders 

22 

17 

5 

49 

177 

158 

New Jersey Devils 

21 

20 

5 

47 

158 

167 

Washington Capitals 

21 

21 

5 

47 

160 

149 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

17 

20 

9 

43 

176 

184 

New York Rangers 

17 

24 

6 

40 

180 

180 


Adams Division 




Boston Bruins 

27 

16 

5 

59 

178 

150 

Montreal Canadiens 

24 

12 

10 

58 

169 

142 

Buffalo Sabres 

20 

19 

7 

47 

149 

176 

Hartford Whalers 

17 

20 

7 

41 

132 

144 

Quebec Nordiques 

19 

21 

2 

40 

153 

156 

I Campbell Conference 




Norris Division 





W 

L 

T 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

Detroit Red Wings 

22 

17 

5 

49 

177 

148 

SL Louis Blues 

18 

22 

5 

41 

146 

159 

Chicago Black Hawks 

19 

24 

3 

41 

165 

189 

I Minnesota North Stars 14 

25 

8 

36 

154 

189 

Toronto Maple Leals 

14 

24 

1 

35 

166 

186 


Smythe Division 




Edmonton Oilers 

27 

13 

6 

60 

208 

151 

Calgary Flames 

27 

13 

5 

59 

222 

164 

Winnipeg Jets 

18 

20 

6 

42 

163 

177 

Vancouver Canucks 

16 

24 

7 • 

39 

160 

172 

Los Angeles Kings 

14 

28 

5 

33 

172 

220 


TUESDAY NIGHT 
Is Ladies Night 
at 

the H & R Chib 

50% discount on drinks 
and no cover charge for ladies. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, central heating, garage, 
telephone, spacious, with veranda. 

Convenient location in Shmeisani, near commercial area. 

Enquiries: tel. 624719 (daytime) or 
661058 (evenings) 



wanted to ban the tradition of pbyert gathering ® aja njc wl 
embracing while tbe national asshejas are pfeyedbat afte r ftca cb 
resistance it was ruled op Sunday that rugby players can c arry Oft 
hugging — in Paris. The habit has become uxufersai ia resea t 
seasons, but we feh it was as inappropriate way to behave wring 
tbe anthems,” sakf Bob Wdgfcat. secretary of the five nations 
co mmi ttee. "But we were unable to convince the French 
federation, which say that thdr crowd expected thcfrpUym to 
gather in a code and their players warned to do to "So, si they 
ran matches in Paris, players can hug there, bolin Britain add 
Ireland there will be a formal fine-up “ Tbe annual five nations 
co mp e titi on, which began on Saturday, « co nte st ed by France, 
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. 

Pate winner in golf tourney 

CARLSBAD. California (AP) — Sieve Pate of the United State* 
was declared the winner of golfs Tournament of Chtro pton* 
Sunday after a series of nun sqtzafls washed oaf the fourth round 
and reduced play to 54 bobs. Compatriot Dave Hill, who fed 
through three rounds of die seniors’ competition of this event that 
brings together only the winners of 1967 PGA tour titles, also was 
named the winner of tbe over-50 section of the tournament. Play 
had been delayed four times, once by hail, before Mike Shea of 
the PGA and Allard Roes, tournament chairman for host La 
Costa, ca n celle d the final round. Only 12 men in tbe total field of 
50 had completed play when tbe round was washed oat. All 
Sunday scores were erased. That made Pate, who bad a one-shot 
lead at the end of Saturday's third round, the winner of tbe 
590,000 first prize. Hill won 530,000 off Iris oac-sbot lead at the 
end of three rounds. 

English dab to sign Soviet defender 

LONDON (AP) — English First Division dub Oxford United is 
bidding to become the first team from this country to hire a Soviet 
player by signing international defender Vladimir Bessonov. 
Oxford manager Maurice Evans has reportedly had talks with 
•Soviet soccer representatives about the 29-year-old Dynamo Kiev 
player who he hopes to bring to England for a fee of around 
.£250,000. “Prices for good players here are sky high at the moment 
and the plus about continental stars is that yon get value for 
money and they are available now,'* Evans said. "We need to 

more readily avafiaUe^nowf Tbe Rossians^luro tremendous 
technical ability bat the problem is watching them to I have asked 
Bessonov to come over for a month for me to have a look at ton.” 
Bessonov, who played in the Mexico World Cup finals in 1986. 
has won more than 60 international caps. 

Hearing into drug case appeal begins 

LONDON (AP) — Swiss nmneT Sandra Gasser began ber appeal 
Monday into a two-year int erna t i o na l for alleged drag abuse, and 
one of her party said there were ‘‘important points to raise.” "1 
canno t say how the meeting will go,” Swiss Track Federation 
(STF) Secretary Hansjoerg wire told the Associated Press. “We 
will present our case and see what happens. But. as we have 
always said, we have important points to raise.” Tbe hearing was 
taking place at the London headquarters of the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAJF) tbe world governing body 
for track and field. It was expected to last well into tbe afternoon. 
Gasser’s case against tbe ban followed her positive drug test atthe 
World Track and Held Championship! last summer where she 
placed third in the 1,500 metres final in Rome. Tbe IAAF 
annulled her bronze medal and barred her after finding traces of 
file banned steroid, methyltestosterooe, in two urine samples. 
The middle distance runner, in a civil suit filed in October, sought 
a court injunction li fti n g the ban. Just before Christinas, a Bern 
judge gave her permission to nm. 

Badminton champs richest ever 

LONDON (AP) — Tbe all-England badminton championships 
became the richest event in the sport’s history Monday, when 
organisers signed a million-pound ($2.77 million) deal with the 
sponsors. The five-year ■ agreement between the ‘badminton 
Association of England and tbe Japanese sports equipment firm, 
Yonex, includes a 350 per cent increase in prize money to £70.000 
($124,000) for the event, staged each year at the Wembley arena. 
The men’s singles champion will earn £5,500 ($9,700) while tbe 
women’s champion will take home £3,500 (6,200) at tbe next 
c h a m pionships from March 14-20. Officials said the remainder of 
the money will cover administrative and promotional costs. 

Kveramo wins Houston Marathon 

HOUSTON (R) — Norway’s Geir Kvenuno puQed away fr om 
tbe pack after 21 kilometres and held off a strong challenge from 
Salvador Garcia of Mexico to win the 16th annual Houston 
Marathon. Kvenuno, runner-up last year to South African 
Demck May, qualified for the Norwegian. Olympic team with a 
tune of two hours 11 minutes 44 seconds. Garcia was second just 
six seconds behind in 2:11:50 and Michael Scheytt of West 
Germany finished third in 2:14:15. 


CHOIR MUSIC 

THE PHILADELPHIA SINGERS, a mixed-voice choral 
group^ rehearses every TUESDAY, 730*30 p.m. at the Haya 
Arts Centre. 

Come blend your voice with ours! No auditions. Tenors and 
basses especially welcome. 

For further Info, call: 846117 or 841132. 
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THE GOETHE INSTITUTE 
— AMMAN 


win be hokfing a course in Arabic tor German- 
Course win start at 9:30 am on Monday. Jan. 25. _198a 

Fo«- further Information, please call tet 841983. 


Cinema 


OPERA 


Tel: 6755731 ( Cinema 



PLAZA 


BEVERLY 
HILLS COP II 


Td: 677420 
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Social Security Corporation 
lends ministry JD 3 million 

g^S J i!^SaS3SS5aSSS 

Environment to hdp it cany out electrification projects in rural 
regons of the Kingdom, according to A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Monday. 
Hie paper said that toe loan will be repaid over six year s. 

Water storage at King Talal Dam 
rises to 33m cubic metres 



_ j that the total 

• -* — » ^ imii iua uuviv uiwuga of water and that 

m me past four days the resevoir a total of four nnlUon cubic metres. 

The paper quoted Bam Hani as saying that the WadiAl Arab Dam 
tow stores about 103 million, cubic metres of water out of a capacity 
of 20 million cubic metres. 


Jordan’s consumer price index 
registers slight drop in 1987 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Depart- 
ment of Statistics has reported a 
slight drop in Jordan's cost of 
living index from 2303 to 1303 
points between the end of Dec. 
86 through the end of Dec. 87. 

The slight drop reflects a stabil- 
ity in commodity prices and a 
negligible decline in the inflation 
rate. 

The department attributed the 


slight drop to a 03 per cent 
decline in the prices of garments, 
shoes, bousing and rents. The 
prices of other commodities re- 
mained fixed. 

The cost of living (consumers 
index) during the month of De- 
cember, 1987 dropped 1.8 per 
cent from the same month in 
1986, the department said. 


Prominent Arab bank launches 
quarterly economic bulletin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Bahrain- 
based Arab Banking Corporation 
(ABC) has jnst issued the second 
volume of its bulletin entitled 
“Economic & Financial Quarter- 
ly” which focuses on industrial, 
financial and commercial activi- 
ties in various Arab countries. 

The bOmgoa] Arabic/English 
quarterly bulletin is distributed 
on a complimentary and discre- 
tionary hawk to the bank’s clients 
and other interested parties. 

Published in London by ABCTs 
International Publications Divi- 
sion, the latest issue of the bulle- 
tin examines Jordan’s five-year 
development plan. It also analy- 
ses Bahrain’s aluminium industry 
and provides a statistical sum- 


mary of the domestic economy, 
external assets/liabilities and ex- 
ternal and trade payments of each 
Arab country. 

ABC also publishes occasional 
papers on the Arab banking sys- 
tems, Arab industrialisation and 
economic relations with various 
European and Far Eastern coun- 
tries. 

the bulletin analyses Arab 
economies and current issues of 
international importance such as 
the oil industry and the role of the 
private sector in Arab states. 

Further information on the bul- 
letin can be obtained from ABC 
at 1-5 Moorgate, London - Eng- 
land. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. JANUARY 19. 1988 


KK HOROSCOPE 


From the Carrol Bighfiar institute 


. GENERAL — TENDENCIES'^ 
Your level OF originality and in- 
genuity will be exceptionally high 
today, ao be on the bnD and you can 
achieve very much in many areas.' 
Avoid doing anything dramatic or 
out of the ordinary tonight. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. IS) Yon 
can u8e your good ideas to make 
your business dealings more prof- 
itable, so get an early start. If yon 
need a favor, jiiat oak. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) If 
you state your alms dearly to a 
superior, this person can assist you 
greatly. Don't take any risks where 
your reputation is concerned- 

GEM1NI (May 21 to jane 21) A 
short trip can prove quite profitable 
if yon stay alert. Change your at- 
titnde toward a superior and receive 
many benefits in the future. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JaL 21) Uae a more modern system 
and become more efficient at your 
work. A special talent you possasa 
can earn you more money. 

LEO (Jill. 22 to Aug. 21) Take 
your mate along for an amusement 
with friends, but be sure you know 
the cost beforehand or you could be 
emb ar r a s se d later on. _ ... 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) If 
you are willing to take on more 


'dories' at Borne;' yen- am? avoid -an * 
argument there. Entertain some in- 
fluential guests this < ™iing . 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Don’t 
hesitate to contact a good friend 
who usually hew fiww ideas for 
recreation. Use yoor imagination to 
improve your financial status. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) If 
your kin are spending too lavishly, 
tactfully correct them and get good 
results Pay particular attention to 
your health today. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22 to Dee. 
21) If you have had an argument 
with a good friend, be cooperative 
and a reconciliation will be easy. 
Get involved in new activities. . 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20} 
A superior wifi give you some 
highly valuable advice, so be sore 
you listen carefully. This can be of 
great help to yon in the future. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
You wifi have an unusual amount 
of determination where your goals 
are concerned, so be sure to use this 
extra energy profitably. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Higher-ups are expecting a great 
deal from you, so buckle down and 
don't disappoint them. Handle that 
credit matter quickly today. 


THE Daily Crossword by H. Kannh 


ACROSS 
1 Part of Earth 
6 Mongol 
capita! (with 

•nu 

14 Borins abode 

15 Betel pafan 
IS See 5A 

17 Pamtflss 

18 Street show 
18 Small pastry 

20 Nile source 

21 Fbet ricUfli 

22 Dams 

23 Pace 

24 Fountain 


28 Ran 
30 Fink 
33 VMsntly 
roflapsa In 
» Kktd of stable 
38 Kingly 
38 At file bottom 

40 Floral flags 

41 Pala raUewpr 

42 — Mobtse 
.43 Boring-solea 

46 HaB-of-Famsr 
Ralph 

47 Roman post 
61 Memento 
64 Lyra star 

57 Fourth 

Omaoalofi 

58 Confess 

58 -Olhar- retain 

80 Ffaat man 

81 P ol y n es ian 
first man 

82 SmaBs 

83 HaH a tropic 
Ma? 

64 Stta Of Old 



9 mf Tribune Madia Santa*, Bw. 
AlHflMU 


88 Una 
66 NC coHegt 

DOWN 


2 Lets Afr. 


3 Ml Dum 

4 Academy eSy 

5 SHeot samp . 

6 Bedouin* 


7 Sainted 
woman 

8 Spotted cat 
B •‘Norma — - 

10 HandoHn tin 

11 Comic King 

12 Adrian! bun 

13 Picnic pests 
22 A DoHy 
25 Part of FDR 

27 Co ntro versial 

28 Major (mentor 

29 — room 
38 Depend 
■31 Galway Ish 

32 Phoenician 
port 

33 Footnote abfac. 

34 Horse 

38 Or. letters - 

•STFIffl 

attemath* 

38 Mastenon . 48 Opm -r. 

44 Qro's state 49 kfeattred 

45 Famed trail concept 

48 FfigMau 50 DoriBrii c 

61 Appraise 


nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnunnnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnniinnn 
nnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 


52 DmUfah 

53 None god 
66 Prepare 
58 Handle 

58 Dandy 


Japanese, Western buyers 
lift less OPEC crude oil 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Hag- 
gling over ofl price continues and 
toe amount of OPEC erode being 
lifted by Japanese and Western 
buyers is lower than expected in 
January, an oil newsletter re- 
ported Monday. 

Overall, the respected Middle 
East Economic Survey (MEES) 
quoted Nigerian Oil Minis- 
ter Rilwanu Lukman, presi- 
dent of the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) as saying current OPEC 
output is down to between 16 and 
163 million barrels a day, 2.5-3 
millio n barrels a day less than the 
level in the fourth quarter of 
1987. 

MEES said that Kuwait’s 
national oil company was “locked 
into tough negotiations with its 
Japanese customers on price 
terms for contract crude." 

With some OPEC crude, parti- 
cularly Iranian, selling at prices 
well under OPEC-decreed S18 a 
barrel, the Japanese buyers are 
insisting on price concessions. 

“The Kuwaitis are understood 
to have felt obliged to examine 
their price options following 
widespread market discounting 
elsewhere, particularly the offer- 
ing of large volumes of Iranian 
crude in Europe," the Nicosia- 
based newsletter said. 

It said that Idemitsu, the 
largest Japanese user of Kuwaiti 
crude, “has served official notice 
-of its decision to terminate its 
contracts" for 120,000 barrels a 
day of Kuwait oO, with effect 
from Jan. 31. 

MEES said that Abu Dhabi, the 
largest producer in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), has flatly 
refused to consider lowering its 
prices from the OPEC level to 
market levels. It said that as a 1 
result first quarter production in 
the Gulf emirate could fall sharp- 
ly from its OPEC-set quota of 
800,000. 

Two U.S. shareholders in the 
Abn Dhabi Petroleum Co., Ex- 
xon and Mobil have decided to 
cancel their Abu Dhabi liftings 
altogether and European share- 
holders are expected to cut back, 
it said. 

In a letter to the foreign share- 
holder-buyers, UAE Oil Minister 
Mana Saeed Oteiba said, “we 
would, blame you for any econo- 
mic damage that may be experi- 
enced by toe UAE as a result of 
any measures you may take,” 
MEES said. 

The letter flatly refused to dis- 

• • -• -vr t 


cuss discounts. “Whoever wishes 
to pursue our o3, thi$ is our price. 
And whoever does not accept, we 
have no oil for him," it said. 

Oteiba said the attitude of toe 
companies was “negative" and 
“would create problems that 
would spread and affect all." 

MEES said Japan and Iran are 
still negotiating price but in the 
meantime, despite Ir anian price 
concessions, Japanese purchaj 
for January and February "'will 
fall substantially short of toe ori- 
ginal target of 242.000 barrels a 
day." As of now the totals look 
like 100,000 barrels a day for 
January and 200,000 for 
February. 

MEES said it understands that 
Nigerian production has fallen 
from its OPEC-set quota of 13 
million barrels a day to around 
one million barrels a day. 

The newsletter said this is due 
to buyers unwilling to pay official 
prices and Nigeria unwilling to 
offer oil at market-related prices. 

Earlier this month, toe West’s 
International Energy Agency 
(IEA) said that oil demand is 
rising faster than previously ex- 
pected and also suggested that 
OPEC has lately shown more 
ability to restrict supply. 

‘To put it very simply, there is 
less oil sloshing about than many 
believed there was," IEA oil 
analyst Marcel Knuner told re- 
porters. 

An IEA report said revised 
data showed 50.2 million barrels 
daily of total world demand in the 
first three months of 1988, up 
from a previous estimate of 48.9 
million. Forecasts for toe period 
April-September showed simil ar 
rises. 

An IEA official noted that 
there had so far been no marked 
firming of prices despite market 
suspicions last month that IEA 
demand figures would be revised 
upwards. 

But the EEA’s figures showed 
that in December OPEC began 
curbing the overproduction which 
has depressed prices. And It said 
that underlying early 1988 de- 
mand for OPEC oil might exceed 
toe level at which the group was 
producing in December. 

The Paris-based IEA seeks to 
coordinate energy policies in 21 
industrial nations. It was formed 
in toe 1970s. 

The IEA December monthly 
report said it expected that the 
Third World would be using more 
oil than previously thought. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — A faltering start on Wall Street gave toe signal 
to profittakers in London, drawing share prices back from their 
highs in qui et afte rnoon business, dealers said. By 1514 GMT 
Monday, the FTSE 100 share index was up 11.7 points to 1,798.4 
with the 1,800 resistance level agai n pro ring difficult to breach for 
any significant length of time. The FTSE index touched a high of 
1,8063 around mid-morning, pushing through 1,800 for the first 
time since Jan. 7. Steady buying throughout toe morning was 
fuelled by continuing optimism after last Friday’s smaller, than 
expected U.S. merchandise trade deficit for November, dealers 
said. London shares continued to shadow Wall Street’s perform- 
ance and prices picked up later in the afternoon to reflect toe 
tentative morning gain in the New York market A number of 
dealers were wary of the gains scored here since Friday on the 

:an 
one 

i express concern tnat tne U.S. remains 
unlikely to show resolve in tackling its budget and trade deficits 
through direct action in a U.S. election year. 



Egypt still faces problems with IMF 


CAIRO (R) — The ‘‘Egypt question” is testing 
Western governments again — should a poor but 
strategically vital ally be bailed out, come what may? 


Western diplomats report that 
Egypt, over S40 billion in debt, is 
baring trouble with some of the 
economic reforms the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
pressed on it. 

A failure to satisfy the fund 
could affect future debt resche- 
duling. 

IMF experts start talks in Cairo 
this week on what diplomats call 
“misunderstandings" over asses- 
sing how Egypt is complying with 
reforms agreed last May. 

The experts will scour Egypt's 
books to see if its plans to curb 
the budget deficit, cut state sub- 
sidies, raise domestic interest 
rates, and revamp its exchange 
rate system are on target 

Egypt should have been given 
— or refused — a progress report 
by Oct. 31 in a first review of its 
performance under a 250 million 
Special Drawing Rights (SDR) 
(5325 million) standby credits 
deal. 

But disputes over such technic- 
al issues as the statistical basis of 
key indices held up toe tally, toe 
diplomats said. 

Two tranches of credits totall- 
ing 44 million SDRs ($60 million) 
due in September and December 
remain unpaid. 

But the main impact of Egypt’s 
failure to pass toe IMF test would 
be political. 

Economists say that if toe first 
review remains unconduded too 
long, toe IMF accord could fall 
through. With it would go hopes 
for a further debt rescheduling 
from next July 1. 

Egypt is now negotiating res- 
cheduled debt payments with 18 
creditor governments for January 
1987 to end-of-June 1988. The 
talks come within a framework 
drawn up with the Paris Gub last 


May after the IMF agreement 
was signed. 

Cairo has so far agreed about 
$4.3 billion worth of rescheduling 
with five governments — the Un- 
ited States ($1.6 billion), France 
($1.6 billion). West Germany 
($500 million), Spain ($400 mil- 
lion) and Austria ($250 million). 

Egyptian negotiators are now 
touring Scandinavian countries 
and Britain. 

As soon as relief based on the 
Paris Gub May accord has been 
finalised, Cairo is certain to apply 
to reschedule another 18 months’ 
payments due by toe end of 1989, 
diplomats say. 

"The crucial worry is that with- 
out an IMF agreement in place, 
there can be no guarantee the 
Paris Oub will make further res- 
cheduling this year," one said. 

Others say the Paris Gub will 
not even listen to Egypt if its IMF 
programme breaks down. 

That would deprive Cairo of 
breathing space as it gropes for- 
long-term solutions in an eco- 
nomy seeking to reconcile a 
population explosion, too little 
arable land, a heavy state sector 
and fickle dollar-eamers like oil 
and tourism. 

In addition. Egypt's IMF-link- 
ed reforms have to satisfy toe 
World Bank in order to unlock 
project loans totalling over $500 
million, diplomats say. 

President Hosni Mubarak is 
expected to press Egypt’s case for 
continuing favoured treatment by 
Western leaders when he visits 
Bonn, London, Washington, 
Paris and Rome from Jan. 25. 

He is heading West with extra 
political clout after a tour of Arab 
allies last week consolidated 
Egypt’s return to the main arena 


of Arab affairs after eight years 
on the touchline because of its 
peace pact with Israel. 

His tour underscored Egypt's 
'potential role as a military backer 
to the Gulf Arabs and a counter- 
weight to Iran. 

There was speculation that 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and other 
Gulf Arab states might pump 
more aid and investment into 
Egypt, and possibly write off old 
debts. Such aid, if confirmed, 
would help Egypt to weather any 
rift with the IMF. 

Western eyes have been ri- 
veted on Israel’s crisis in the West 
Bank and Gaza and, by associa- 
tion, its impact on Egypt — toe 
only Arab country pledged to 
peace with Israel 

With Muslim hardliners in- 
volved in anti-Israeli protests in 
Cairo and slo gans raised against 
rising prices, Egypt’s message to 
toe west has a new edge. 

In simple terms it is: “We are 
an important country, and we 
need sustained help with our eco- 
nomy if we are to stay stable." 

Diplomat!* said Egypt’ recent 
misunderstandings with toe IMF 
included a row over calculating 
the budget deficit, 5.6 billion 
pounds ($23 billion), in 1986-87 
which ended June 30. IMF target 
'figures are secret. 

The IMF wants steeper and 
faster price rises for subsidised 
goods hke bread, petrol and elec- 
tricity. Cairo has raised them, but 
they remain well below world 
levels. 

The fond wants Egypt to boost 
interest rates to attract domestic 
savings and dollars sent home by 
Egyptians abroad. Rates are cur- 
rently around II to 12 per cent, 
compared with inflation esti- 
mated at 20 to 30 per cent. 

Most Western governments 
give Egypt good marks on a key 
item in the IMF package — steps 
to unity its pound exchange rates. 


In a two-stage devaluation 
since May, the government has 
created an officially-sanctioned 
market rate which bankers set 
daily and currently about 2.20 
pounds to one dollar. 

Eighty per cent of dealings 
have been moved to this rate ora 
“commercial rate," fluctuating 
towards the market rate and cur- 
rently over 1.90. 

The next step, moving traiisa- 
lions still conducted at the com- 
mercial rate to the market rate, 
had been expected in early Janu- 
ary-six months ahead* of the 
IMF schedule — but has not yet 
been announced. 

Higher prices bare hurt pock- 
ets long padded by a subsidised 
economy. The government, 
sensitive to any hint of unrest, 
raised public service pay 20 per 
cent last year and is trying to 
target increases to toe rich and 
toe middle class. 

In Western treasuries and fore- 
ign ministries, help for Egypt is 
again an active issue. The IMF 
gave Cairo what economists saw 
as exceptionally soft terms, and 
failure to meet even these re- 
quirements would test Western 
resolve. 

Some experts want to wean 
Egyptians off subsidised living for 
their long-term good, even at the 
risk of unrest. Others want 
■favoured treatment to continue. 

“Egypt remains a very special 
case," said one diplomat. “If we 
want to keep Egypt stable and a 
factor for stability in the Middle 
East, we have to accept we have 
to feed its people." 

Others worry more about IMF 
credibility. 

“If you give a country a soft 
programme, then say never mind 
if it doesn’t live up to the condi- 
tions, there is a genuine fear 
among some governments for the 
whole debt programme," one 
said. 


U.S. trade figures relieve financial markets 


LONDON (R) — The dollar and 
shares both rose Monday, but 
dealers said they were leery of 
pushing financial markets too far, 
too fast in response to a sharp 
drop in toe U.S. trade deficit 

reported on Friday. 

Shares finned. London’s FTSE 
100-share index gained 0.75 per 
cent to rise above 1,800 and West 
German shares jumped five per 
cent. 

The dollar rose half a pfennig 


and one-quarter yen from Fri- 
day’s dose in London to trade 
just below 1.6850 Deutschemarks 
and 130.50 yen in Europe at 
midday. It had gone even higher 
in Asia, but eased off after deal- 
ers started having second 
thoughts about its rapid rise. 

In Tokyo, toe world's biggest 
market, the Nikkei 225-share 
average rose 30635 points, or 
1.36 per cent, to end its first 
trading day since Thursday at 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Followin 
leading world currencies 


are the buying and selling rates for 
_ gold against toe dollar at midday on 

toe London foreign exchange ana bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7715/25 

U.S. dollars 

1.2875/85 

Canadian dollar 

1.6838/45 

Deutschemarks 

1.8906/16 

Dutch guilders 

1.3728/38 

Swiss francs 

35.17/20 

Belgian francs 

5.6760/90 

French francs 

1235/1237 

Italian lire 

130.33/43 

Japanese yen 

6.0520/70 

Swedish crowns 

6.4260/4310 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4570/4620 

Danish crowns 

476.90/477.40 

U.S. dollars 


22,910.20. But second thoughts 
prevailed there, too. 

The index had soared nearly 
508 points in toe first 35 minutes 
of trading and then eased off. 

“The market was relieved, but 
there are still people who want to 
sell," said Tadaaki Uehara, depu- 
ty general manager of Wako 
Securities in Tokyo. “The hori- 
zon is not totally clear yet,” he 
added. 

In Paris, dealers said toe gov- 
ernment showed its confidence in 
a rebounding stock market in 
announcing that its sale of a 51 
per cent Interest in toe arms and 
electronics firm Matra would go 
ahead this month. 

The price of gold, often seen as 
a haven when other investments 
weaken, was fixed in London at 
$475.85 an ounce, down $6 from 
Friday’s dose. ' 

But despite toe U.S. report on 
Friday that its trade deficit for 
November fell to $13.22 billion 
from a record monthly gap of 
$17.63 billion in October, inves- 
tors remained nervous. 

“Taking the two months 
together, toe picture does not 
look quite so rosy,” a London 
currency dealer said. 

Dealers say the stubbornly high 
U.S. trade deficit, along with an 
almost equally large budget de- 


ficit were at the heart of the crash 
of 87. 

The Oct. 14 report of a big 
August trade gap helped to kick 
off heavy selling on Wall Street 
that reached a peak on “Black 
Monday,” Oct. 19, when the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
plunged 508 points, or 22.6 per 
cent. 

Many feel that an American 
spending spree on imported 
goods was pushing too many dol- 
lars out of the country — far 
more than people outside the 
United States wanted to hold. 

The U.S. government's need 
for funds soaked up a lot of this 
money — but in a sluggish world 
economy, economists argued that 
that money could have been bet- 
ter spent investing in boosting 
production of goods. 

Investors worried that the only 
way out was recession. 

So Friday’s report of a sharp 
drop in toe trade deficit was good 
news — toe dollar jumped five 
pfennigs on that news. 

Monday was Frankfurt’s turn. 
Shares rose five per cent in active 
trading. Big exporters, especially 
car firms, posted the largest gains 
and the Boersen-Zeitung 30- 
share index rose 10.68 points, or 
4.15 per cent, to open at 267.73. 


Peanuts 


THE SETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



WHEN OLIVER TWIST 
ASKED FOR MORE. 
THEY PUT HIM IN 
| SOLITARY CONFINEMENT 

y 



THAT STUPID KID 
RUINED IT FOR 
MEREST OF US... g 
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“When they offered free checking, 
I knew there’d be a catch." 


DECK THE HALL 
WITH BOUGHS 
OP HOLLY*- BA 

LA LA LA LA 

LAULAl 
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DID. SHE 

SHOULDN'T 
BERJWNGA* 

BIKE AT HER 

P 5 E,ANbAT 
HISTVWE 
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f i agree, but 

SHE WON’T - 
LISTEN TO ME 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
1 8 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


For my wife 


PreUarns 


VOIPT 



■:<k 

mm 


DURIL 



□ 

□ 

□ 



E 


■ 

mwmi 



LIVERI 


ft y s ' 

^ 



WHATS THE BEST 
WAY TO WIN AW 
ARGUMENT WITH 

Your wife? 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


'-[nxnm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SHEAF PENCE FABRIC ENGULF 

must have been 
AFFLUENCE 


Answer. Those _ 

under the Influenced 
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Nicaragua criticises U.S. over 
prospects of more aid to contras 


Argentine troops ready 
to crush military revolt 



MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — The restoration of 
civil liberties promised by President Daniel Ortega 
may not last Kong if the U.S. Congress approves 
more aid to the contra rebels in a vote set for next 
month, the government said. 


Bayardo Arcs, one of the nine 
ruling comandantes in the Nicara- 
guan government, issued the 
warning in an interview published 
Sunday in the official Barricada 
newspaper. 

Ortega, pressured by neigh- 
bours and threatened by the im- 
minent congressional vote on 
continued rebel aid, on Sarurday 
said be would lift a 6-year-old 
state of emergency and open 
direct cease-fire talks with the 
contras. He said the talks could 
begin this week. 

The easing of restrictions on 
civil liberties was mandated by a 
regional peace plan signed in 
August. The deadline for com- 
pliance fell on Friday. Ortega 
announced the move on Saturday 
in Cbsta Rica at the end of a 
two-day meeting of five Central 
American presidents who signed 
the plan. 

The other signatories to the 
pact brokered by Costa Rican 
.President Oscar Arias are Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala 
and Honduras. 


El Salvador is engaged in a 
major civil war against Commun- 
ist insurgents that already has 
claimed more than 65,000 lives. 
Guatemala faces a much smaller 
but persistent leftist insurgency 
that has lasted 30 years. 

Cardinal Miguel Oban do Y 
Bravo, the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Managua, said 
during a Sunday homily that he 
would be willing to serve as a 
mediator in negotiations if the 
two sides wanted him to do so. 

He said, bowever, that he 
could not immediately take part 
in such talks because he had a trip 
scheduled outside the country. 


state of emergency,, which ban- 
ned the right to demonstrate, 
strike, move about the country 
freely and to receive a speedy 
trial. 

It also enabled police to make 
arrests without a court order. 

The U.S. Congress, which has 
approved about Sl50 million in 
contra aid since 1985, is sche- 
duled to vote in three weeks on 
President Ronald Reagan’s pend- 
ing request for an additional $270 
million. 

In Washington, White House 
spokesman Roman Popaduik said 
Reagan would make the request 
despite Ortega's move. 

Arce’s statements, quoted by 
Barricada. appeared to be an 
assurance to hardliners that the 
principles of the Nicaraguan re- 
volution would not be comprom- 
ised. 

“We don't want war, but we 
want our revolution, and if we 
have to have war for the revolu- 
tion, then we will do so," he was 


The cardinal mediated two ear- have to have war for thi 
lier, fruitless rounds of indirect don, then we will do so, 
talks in the Dominican Republic, quoted as saying. 
Meanwhile, Nicaragua con- Ortega also said Satur 


Meanwhile, Nicaragua con- Ortega also said Saturday that, 
tinued to hold sue prominent once a cease-fire is reached with 
opposition leaders taken into cus- the contras and the rebels are 
tody since Friday for allegedly “incorporated into civilian life," 
dying to form a united front with the government would grant 
contra leaders. amnesty to all political prisoners 


Government sources said that arrested after 1981. 

Ortega would issue an “executive If uo truce is reached, the 
statement” on Monday to lift the president said, Nicaragua’s San- 


Roh may form cabinet with opposition 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
President-elect Roh Tae-Woo 
said Monday he plans to fill some 
cabinet posts with opposition 
members. 

Roh said he will ask the opposi- 
tion camp to recommend suitable 
candidates for the posts, but did 
not say what posts would be 
offered. There was no immediate 
reaction from the opposition. 

Meanwhile, the single-house 
National Assembly began a new 
session Monday to prepare elec- 
tion laws that must be completed 
before upcoming legislative elec- 
tions. The present assembly, 
elected in February 1985, is to 
dissolve by late April. 

Roh talked to reporters about 
his plans for a new cabinet and 


other subjects after moving into a 
new office with a team of aides to 
prepare for the handover of pow- 
er from outgoing President Chun 
Doo-Hwan. Roh is to be sworn in 
Feb. 25. 

Roh, who heads the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party (DJP), 
was elected with 36.6 per cent of 
the vote in the Dec. 16 presiden- 
tial election. Opposition leader 
Kim Yoimg-Sam polled 28 per 
cent and his opposition rival Kim 
Dae-Jung 27 per cent. 

Roh has suggested conciliatory 
gestures toward the opposition, 
in part because he failed to win a 
clear-cut mandate from the vo- 
ters. 

He reiterated Monday that his 


party wanted to hold the assem- 
bly elections in February, but said 
it would depend on negotiations 
with the opposition on rewriting 
the election laws. 

Roh has said his new adminis- 
tration should start with a new 
assembly next month. 

However, the opposition 
camp, including Kim Young- 
Saxn’s Reunification Democratic 
Party (RDP), has insisted on 
April to gain time to prepare for 
the elections. 

The ruling and opposition par- 
ties were to negotiate revisions to 
election laws during the current 
13-day special assembly session. 

The parties also have to agree 
on reapportioning electoral dis- 
tricts. 


Curfew imposed on Karachi after 3 die in riot 


KARACHI (R) — Pakistani au- 
thorities imposed a curfew on 
parts of Karachi Monday and 
called in troops after ethnic riot- 
ing killed three people, officials 
said. 

"The situation is under con- 
trol," Karachi Commissioner 
Shahid Aziz Siddiqi told repor- 
ters at Shah Faisal Colony police 
station, near the city’s interna- 


tional airport. 

He said an indefinite curfew 
was imposed in the Shah Faisal 
and Green Town districts because 
of the tension. 

Deputy Police Inspector- 
General A. A. Shigri told news- 
men at least 22 shops were set on 
fire by arsonists who attacked 
property belonging to the rival 
community. “They have gone 


Union Carbide appeals 
Indian interim relief order 


DANBURY, Connecticut (AP) 
— Union Carbide Corp. said 
Monday it appealed an Indian 
court order that the company pay 
$270 million in interim relief to 
the victims of the 1984 Bhopal gas 
leak that killed more than 2,000 
people. 

The mid-December order for 
interim relief “without evidence 
or trial" is contrary to law, the 
company said in a brief statement 
released from its Danbury head- 
quarters. 

The appeal, filed Monday in 
the city of Jabalpur, India, asks 
the high court in the state of 
Madhya Pradesh to set aside the 
order, Carbide spokesman Ed 
Van Den Ameele said. 

“It must be clear to the govern- 
ment of India that the court's 


order merely delays ultimate re- 
solution of victim concerns by 
introducing a new and unenforce- 
able concept of law," Van Den 
Ameele said. 

In 1986, India filed a lawsuit 
against Carbide for $3 billion in 
damages for the gas leak that it 
says killed 2,850 people and 
seriously injured more than 
20,000 others. It was the world’s 
worst industrial accident 

On Dec. 1, India filed criminal 
charges, accusing Carbide, its 
subsidiaries and officers of homi- 
cide and injury to people and 
animals when the methyl isocyan- 
ate leaked from a pesticide plant 
operated by a Carbide subsidiary 
in Bhopal. 

The Indian judge ordered the 
interim relief in mid-December. 
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MAXIMIZE YOUR CHANCES 


Roth vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
• AK10 
9A9S6 
0Q982 
*65 

WEST EAST 

*72 * Q 8 4 

9JJ032 <764 

0 J 10 3 0 7654 

• Q9S4 * E 7 3 2 

SOUTH 
*J9«G3 
9KQ7 
OAK 
*AJ 10 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 

19 Pass 1* Paw 

2 * Paw 4 NT Pass 

5 9 Pass 6 * Pass 

Paw Pass 

Opening lead: Four of *. 


Don’t overlook any chance, no 
matter how slight, in your plan of 
campaign. South missed such a 
possibility on this hand from a rub- 
ber bridge game In Jerusalem, and 
it cost him a vulnerable slam. 

South's bidding was a little im- 
petuous, but the final contract 
could hardly be faulted. Certainly, 
the double fit made South's hand 
very attractive. 

West got his side off to its best 
lead of a dub, and declarer was in 
trouble. Since the defenders had 


set up a trick In that suit on the go, 
declarer could not afford to lose a 
trump trick until he got rid of two 
clubs from his hand. 

One line of play was to rely on 
the trump finesse; but, assuming a 
3-2 split, that offered only a 60 per- 
cent chance of success. Declarer 
rightly rejected that line In favor 
of a superior method. He cashed 
the ace and king of crumps in an at- 
tempt to drop the queen. When 
that card failed to appear, declarer 
cashed the ace-king of diamonds 
and then the king-queen of hearts. 
He continued with a heart to the 
ace. Had both defenders followed, 
declarer would have been able to 
pitch his two clubs on the queen of 
diamonds and the long heart. Un- 
fortunately, East ruffed the ace of 
hearts and returned a club to his 
partner's queen for down one. 

Declarer could have added an- 
other string to his bow. If either de- 
fender held J-lO-x of diamonds, 
the contract was cold regardless of 
the heart position. At trick two de- 
clarer should cash one high trump, 
then the two top diamonds. After 
crossing back to dummy with the 
other master trump, declarer 
should novy have cashed the queen 
or diamonds. If the J-10 drop, as 
was the case here, declarer would 
get rid of his last dub on the nine. 
If not, he could still have fallen 
back on a 3-3 heart split for his 
contract. 


mad,” he said. 

Shigri said troops had been 
called in as a precaution. 

More than 350 people have 
been killed in ethnic rioting in 
Karachi, Pakistan's biggest city, 
over the past 14 months. Most of 
the dashes were between Moha- 
jirs, migrants from other parts of 
the subcontinent, and Pashtnns 
from North West Pakistan. 


NATO chief 
wants longer 
range missiles 

BRUSSELS (R) — NATO’s 
commander in Europe, General 
John Galvin, says he favours the 
Western alliance quadrupling the 
striking range of its battlefield 
nuclear missiles under plans to 
modernise its nuclear stockpile. 

“I would like to see a mod- 
ernisation which would provide... 
a longer range surface-to-surface 
missile which would perhaps get 
out to 450 kilometres,” Galvin 
said in a interview with West 
German Radio being broadcast 
on Monday. 

“I hope that kind of modern 
missile will come along some time 
in the future,” he said. The text 
of his comments was made avail- 
able to Reuters in Brussels ahead 
of broadcast. 

.•Galvin said such modernisa- 
tion would not circumvent the 
U.S.-Soviet intermediate-range 
nudear forces (INF) treaty which 
will eliminate ground-launched 
missiles with ranges between 500 
and 5,500 kilometres. 

NATO has 88 U.S. -made 
Lance short-range missiles which 
can travel about 100 kilometres. 

In 1983, NATO committed it- 
self to a nudear modernisation 
programme in which it would 
develop and deploy a “follow- 
on” Lance missile with an ex- 
tended range. 

But the question of nudear 
modernisation has now become 
politically sensitive with NATO 
anxious to avoid charges that it is 
violating the new spirit of arms 
control deriving from the INF 
treaty. 

The issue is a particularly deli- 
cate one in West Germany which 
has a big anti-nuclear lobby and 
where the Bonn government, un- 
like its allies, wants early talks to 
reduce short-range missiles. 

As NATO's front-line state. 
West Germany is the logical 
country for short-range missiles 
to be stationed. 

“I believe that we should con- 
tinue the modernisation,” Galvin 
said. 

“If we confuse the question of 
modernisation with the drawn, 
veation or somehow trying to 
substitute for the treaty, I think 
that would be bad.” 


dimsta government would turn 
the prisoners over to the United 
States or any other country out- 
side Central America willing to 
fake them. 

The government recently said 
there are about 1,200 political 
prisoners. Human rights groups 
estimate about five times that 
number. 

In the past five months, Nicar- 
agua has permitted the reopening 
of the only opposition newspap- 
er. La Prensa, and the Roman 
Catholic radio station. Two ex- 
iled priests also were allowed to 
return. 

A Nicaraguan contra rebel 
leader said Sunday a Sandinista 
army defector was likely to be in 
the rebel delegation for direct 
ceasefire talks with the govern- 
ment. 

“It’s almost certain that the 
resistance (rebels) ...will name 
Maj. Roger Miranda as one of its 
delegates. Since be recently de- 
serted the Sandinistas, he knows 
them very well,” contra leader 
Alfonso Robeto said by tele- 
phone. 

Miranda, former private 
secretary of Nicaraguan Defence 
Minister Humberto Ortega, de- 
fected to the United States last 
year and stated that the Sandmis- 
tas planned to build a 500,000- 
strong army by 1995- 


7 killed in 
S. African 
violence 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — A 
two-year-old boy was shot dead 
in his mother's arms and six other 
people were killed on Sunday in 
one of the worst days of a black- 
against-black feud near the city of 
Pietermaritzburg, police said on 
Monday. 

The killings in tbe shantytown 
war in Pietermaritzburg, capital 
of South Africa’s Natal province, 
took the toll to at least 44 this 
month despite stepped-up efforts 
by police to curb the violence. 

The two-year-old died and two 
women were seriously wounded 
when a group of blacks opened 
fire on them, police said in a daily : 
bulletin on unrest. The report did 
not elaborate. 

In other incidents in the area, 
three blacks were stabbed to 1 
death, a 33-year-old man died of 
burns when a petrol bomb was 
thrown at a bouse, and two others 
died of knife and bullet wounds. 

The highest one-day death toll 
in the strife, which gathered 
momentum in the last four 
months of 1987, was last Septem- 
ber when 12 people died after the 
house they were in was attacked 
and victims were shot as they 
tried to escape. 

The murders, which have 
terrorised the once-peaceful Nat- 
al townships, stem from a power 
struggle between two black 
groups, the Zulu-dominated In- 
katha Movement and the leftist 
United Democratic Front 
(UDF). 

Inkatha President Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi on Monday attacked 
the UDF, calling it a front for the 
outlawed African National Con- 
gress guerrilla group. 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Loyalist troops aboard 
tanks, armoured personnel car- 
riers and tracks prepared Mon- 
day to advance against positions 
held by rebel forces commanded 
by cashiered Lt. Col. Aldo Rico, 

The official news agency Telam 
said three columns, made up of 
more than 50 vehicles, gathered 
at tbe town of Chajari and de- 
parted at 4:30 a.m. (0730 GMT) 
toward the rebel-held 4th Infan- 
try Regiment at Monte Caseros, 
some 31 miles (50 kilometres) 
north east. 

Other units, including 
.armour- and infantry, were re- 
ported to be awaiting orders at 
towns surrounding Monte 
Caseros. 

A local radio station. Radio 
Chajari, quoted military officials 
as saying that heavy rain, which 
began Sunday night in the area, 
325 miles (52 5 kilometres) north 
east of Buenos Aires, would de- 
lay efforts to end the rebellion, 
the second led by Rico in nine 
months. 

Loyalist troops, estimated to 
total more than 2,000 men under 
command of army Chief of Staff 
Jose Caridi. converged on the 
area throughout Sunday for a 
showdown with mutineers. 

President Raul Alfonsin 
ordered the army, navy and air 
force on Sunday night to combine 
efforts to end the revolt. Social 
Welfare Minister Ricardo Barrios 
Arrechea said Alfonsin, acting as 
commander-in-chief, gave the 
order following a review of the 
crisis by military and defence 
officials. 

The minister made his state- 
ments upon leaving the presiden- 
tial residence in suburban Olivos. 

A communique issued by De- 
fence Minister Horacio 
Jaunarena said the president had 
ordered the ‘’preparation and 
participation" of the three bran- 


ches to support the restitution of 
discipline within the army and in 
defence of “institutions of re- 
public." 

Attention centred on Monte 
Caseros, where Rko told as im- 
promptu, rain-drenched news 
conference that his troops, be- 
lieved to total about 300, were 

“well supplied and will not sur- 
render" to an estimated 2.000 
loyalist forces. 

Other incidents in support of 
the rebels were reported in west- 
ern San Luis, south western Neu- 
quen and southern Santa Cruz 
provinces and in the northern city 
of Tucuman and north eastern 
Paso De Los Libras. 

The army confirmed that it had 
put down as attempted revolt in 
Las Lajas in Neuquen. 688 miles 
(MOO kilometres) south west of 
Buenos Aires, and had arrested 
13 officers of the 21st Moun- 
taineers Infantry Regiment. No 
shots were fired. 

Loyal units also were reported 
to be moving to control incidents 
at tbe 161st Artillery Brigade in 
San Luis, 519 miles (830 
kilometres) west of the capital, 
and at the 19th Infantry Regim- 
ent in Tucuman, 81S miles (1,309 
kilometres) north west. 

Many units throughout the 
country sent messages to army 
headquarters pledging support. 
5th Army Corps Commander 
Gen. Humterto Femicd prom- 
ised loyalist troops would open 
fire against Rico and his men if 
they did not end their revolt. 

Army headquarters m Buenos 
Aires said in a communique that 
loyal units, which moved in on 
Sunday and surrounded the re- 
bels holed up in the 4th Infantry 
Regiment, were acting with 
“greatest prudence and modera- 
tion" in Monte Caseros to avoid 
endangering the “civilian popula- 
tion, private property ano econo- 
mic resources in the area." 


Philippine polls close 
as troops ring Manila 


MANILA (R) — Voting in Phi- 
lippine local elections ended 
Monday with troops ringing Man- 
ila after rumours that renegade 
soldiers planned an attack. 

The reports that 3,000 re- 
negade troops could try to attack 
the capital overshadowed nine 
hours of voting and ended a 
generally calm election day mar- 
red by sporadic outbursts of vio- 
lence and complaints of cheating. 

“The army is ready to meet any 
threat,” Armed Forces spokes- 
man Gen. Honesto Isleta said on 
government television after polls 
dosed at 4 p.m. (0800 GMT). 
“Of course these are uncon- 
firmed reports but we cannot 
brush them off.” 

“We have adequate security," 
added Police Chief Gen. Manuel 
Roxas. “Metro-Mamla is practi- 
cally ringed by (government) 
forces." 

Collecting and counting votes 
for mayors and provincial gov- 
ernors became the final hurdle in 
the country's two-year journey 
back to democracy following the 
February 1986 overthrow of Fer- 
dinand Marcos and President 
Corazon Aquino’s rise to power. 

Poll officials said they feared 
that achieving an accurate tally 
could be the biggest problem 
after a vicious election campaign 


in which 91 people were reported 
killed. 

One of the last victims, a candi- 
date running for provincial gov- 
ernor, was shot dead at a late 
Sunday night rally. 

“I exhort our countrymen to 
exercise people power especially 
during the counting tonight. They 
should be doubly on guard 
against any irregularity or 
attempted fraud." Ramon Felipe, 
chairman of the Supervisory 
Commission on Elections (Com- 
elec) appealed on radio. 

Communist rebels, blamed for 
much of the campaign violence, 
snatched ballot boxes in the cen- 
tral island of Negros. The military 
said the Communist New Peo- 
ple's Army wounded 22 people 
when guerrillas threw a grenade 
inside a passenger bus in the 
southern island of Mindanao and 
blew up an army jeep wounding 
three soldiers. 

Gunmen shot and seriously 
wounded a policeman guarding a 
polling station south of Manila 
and threw a petrol bomb at a 
police car in a provincial centre. 

Military and election officials 
reported a heavy turnout among 
the nation’s 27.6 million reg- 
istered voters for the first local 
elections since polling held under 
martial law in 1980. 


Haitians snub fraud-marred elections 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Opposition leaders who had 
urged Haitians to boycott Sun- 
day's elections claimed credit for 
what apparently was a very low 
turnout in balloting marked by 
fear, confusion and bribery. 

Unofficial tallies were expected 
early this week, with official re- 
sults to be announced by next 
Sunday. 

Many people stayed home be- 
cause of fear of violence or pes- 
simism about the fairness of the 
poll. Opposition leaders esti- 
mated voter turnout at 5 per cent 
to 20 per cent 

Tbe government refused to re- 
lease figures either on voter turn- 
out or election results after tbe 
polls closed at 6 p.m. (2300 
GMT). The Information Minis try 
referred reporters to the junta- 
appointed Electoral Council. 

The council In turn refused to 
give figures, and none were pro- 
vided by a state-run television. 

Unlike the Nov. 29 elections, 
which were cancelled after thugs 
killed at least 34 people, Sundays 
election was peaceful with no 
clashes reported. 

The four most popular candi- 
dates from the November elec- 
tion boycotted Sunday's vote, 
claiming the results would be 
fraudulent. 

There was no indication that 
citizens were forced to vote, as 
opposition leaders and groups 
representing peasants in the 
countryside had feared- But re- 
porters at City Hall did see bun- 
ches of people arriving by truck- 
load to vote. 

“The participation was ridicu- 
lously low in most areas. The 
general impression is, the boycott 


was a remarkable success," said 
Gerard Bissainthe. political coor- 
dinator for the National Front for 
Concerted Action. The fronti 
organised last summer's anti-gov- 
ernment demonstrations and last 
Saturday's national strike. 

Nevertheless, the government 
that came to power two years ago 
upon the flight to exile of dictator 
Jean-Claude Duvalier proclaimed 
Haiti’s first presidential election 
in more than 30 years a great 
success. 

State-run television showed vo- 
ters lined up at polling stations 
and made references to what it 
called an “electoral avalanche” 
that represented “a major tur ning 
point in Haitian history.” 

Eleven people ran for presi- 
dent. The major candidates were 
university Professor Leslie Man- 
igat, agronomist Gerard Philippe- 
Auguste, sociologist and former 
government minister Hubert De- 
ronceray and attorney Gregoire 
Eugene. 

They didn't seem bothered by 
the apparently low voter turnout 

“The election is valid as long as 
there are (any) voters,” Manigat 
said. 

Eugene claimed that Manigat 
had tbe covert support of the 
army, bnt went on to say: “My 
voters are so many it would be 
impossible for Mr. Manicat to 
win.” 

Balloting -was to elect a presi- 
dent and National Assembly to 
replace the three-man junta, 
w «ich rules by decree. Votes akn 
were cast for mayors in cities and 
towns across this arid, moun- 
tainous Caribbean nation of 6 
million. 

Presidential candidates need a 


majority of all votes cast to avoid 
a runoff. If needed, a runoff 
would be held in conjunction with 
municipal elections on. Jan. 31. 

Candidates by law had to print 
and distribute their own ballots, 
and most of tbe re maining seven 
presidential candidates apparent- 
ly failed to do so. 

Polls opened at 6 a.m. (1100 
GMT) although voters — and in 
many cases, ballots, ballot boxes, 
indelible ink to restrict double 
voting, and election officials — 
did not arrive until hours later. 

Clair Doreston, 39, who lives 
in the sooth western dry of Jere- 
nrie, said she voted because she 
hoped a president would end 
Haiti's political turmoil. 

“We have no work,” she said. 
“If we have a president, I could 
find something to do. I don’t care 
who they give us. I just want a 
president." 

Ballots were handed to election 
officials who deposited them in 
unsealed — and thus potentially 
reopenable — steel boxes. 

Few voters were asked for 
proof of identification, as re- 
quired by election law. 

Also, people with ink-stained 
fingers, which indicated they had 
already cast ballots, were allowed 
to vote, as were people obviously 
younger than the minimum vot- 
ing age of 18. - 

“It was not like it was subtle. 
Kids voted and laughed about it. 
They told us," said Michael 
Hooper, executive director of the 
New York-based National Coali- 
tion for Haitian Refugees. 

Reporters at City Hall, saw 
Manigat partisans handing ' out 
ballots along with five-gourde 
trills (each Ml is worth $1). 


Expert finds unique shells In Oman 

MUSCAT. Onun (AP) - A leading 
bas found sea delb in the Gulf watt pf. OiMu lhy Me aew » 
science, natural history experts has said. ™ .* 

London-based coocfaologHt attached to the p nty Mia c cB, B 
betaine the government catalogue its shell wuKtioa, ««ch 
numbers over 6.000 specimens and 500 species. Sftefctt wnKttjtt 
authoritative reference tcst,5beUsoflbc Arafa an Onlf , p rijahed 
in 1982. "It is exerting work." she laid in an interview. I have 
found a new key-hole limpet, a cock-boring M otiose not sees In*, 
before, and several shells no! yet identified hut eeruwfy pew. I 
expect to find more of importance " She describes scwrt yKiu 
of shell new to science in nearly 20 scientific papers to be? crexht. 
They include a shell discovered in Otcwfl ra WM and Mated 
Parvarna Paulboscfai. Rare or new shells, found in Oman are sent 
to American and British institutions for formal identification 
Second largest country in the Arabian pen i n su l a . Oman's 
coastline extends for over 1,700 kilometres, or more than 1,000 


miles, mainly along the Arabian Sea. But Kaeswti did not 
catalogue Oman's shells formally until 1984 when the udsctkn 
was started. 

Chemist develops anti-snorlng drug 


BELGRADE (R) — A Yugoslav chemist, inspired by reading 
that evcjy second adult around the world snores regularly, tad 
developed an anti-snoring drug which bepfans to marker is April, 
the Zagreb daily Vjesnik bas reported. Tne thug, patented under 
tbe name Bocoskcp. is based on 12 natural components and has 
no side effects, according to its creator Dr. Franjo Kajfez. "It is 
based on the presumption that a healthy person snores mostly 
because the mucous membrane in the. nose and die throat 
becomes dry as the result of breathing through the mouth," 
Kajfez said. He said be tested the drug on l, OHO soorere for 70 
days and 580 of them stopped snoring completely. Only a few 
showed no signs of improvement. 

U.S. poet mugged in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — American poet Allen Ginsberg was mugged 
while walking in downtown Jerusalem after dark, police have 
said. “But unlike New York, I got my bag bade," Ginsberg. 61. 
was quoted as saying by the Jerusalem Post newspaper. Ginsberg 
was walking from a Jerusalem Hotel to a friend's house Saturday 
night when a youth attacked him from behind and grabbed hi* 
bag, said poboe spokesman Rafi Levy. The bag was later 
recovered in nearby bushes, its contents untouched. Levy said. 
He said Ginsberg fifed a complaint agsinsz the assailant. Tbe 
Jerusalem Post quoted the poet as saying: “There are no 
problems, no problems." Ginsberg was iks in his hotel for 
comment Sunday. Ginsberg gained fame as a poet of the Beat 
Movement of the 1950s which also indnded writer Jack Kerouac. 
Among Ginsberg's best-known poems are Howl and Kaddish- He 
came to Israel to conduct a seminar xi a Tel Aviv pbotojpaphy 
school, the Jerusalem Post said. The newspaper said be abo 
works as a teaching assistant to Robert Frank, a U.S. photo- 
grapher. Ginsberg describes himself as a Buddhist Jew. 

Man jailed for biting off linger 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — A court bas sentenced a 
man to 20 days in jail ami fined him for biting off the finger of a 
friend he accused of making too much noise, a newspaper 
reported Sunday. Hie Gulf News said the Dubai criminal court in 
Dubai sentenced Sita Ram Raju, a 25-year-old man from India, to 
20 days in jail and fined him 500 dirhams ($135) for attacking a 
man who shared his apartment, identified as Htnilal K. The 
newspaper said Raju told tbe coun iie had asked Hiralal to stop 
making noise so that he could enjoy a drink with a friend. When 
the noise continued, he attacked Hiralal and bit off the finger. 
Indians form a large part of the expatriate work force is the 
United Arab Emirates. The newspaper (fid not say on what day 
the man was sentenced, or the date of his conviction. It did not 
say whether attempts were made to surgically reattach the finger, 
but described the victim as “disabled" and the court told him be 
could file a separate suit for damages. 

200,000 attend last Tina Turner concert 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) — About 200,000 chanting fans 
packed the world’s largest soccer stadium on Saturday to see rock 
queen Tina Turner samba to her latest hits as weil as favourite 
oldies. Turner sang beneath the stars from a glittery green and 
blue carnival parade float mounted on tbe massive stage in the 
Maracana Soccer Stadium. About 100 members of the Beija FI or. 
or “humming bird” samba school, dressed in feathers and 
sequins, accompanied Turner. The crowds, which according to 
the O Globo newspaper far surpassed her previous attendance 
record of 98,000 in West Germany, earned “Tina. Tina," as the 
rock queen danced the samba with the Brazilian carnival 
performers. During the one hour and forty minute show. Turner. 
48, sang both old and new hits, including Help, which she 
. dedicated to Rio de Janeiro. Turner has been in Brazil since late 
December for concerts in Sac Paulo and Saturday’s Rio show, 
which she bas said will be tbe last of her career. 

Ballet stars join in AIDS benefit dance 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — Twenty-five world ballet stars, 
including Soviet dancers from both East and West, met Sunday 
for the first time in an anti-AIDS benefit dance. Bolshoi dancers 
Ludmilla Semenyaka and Yuri Posocfaov, and Kirov stars Irinia 
Kolpakova and Sergei Berejnoi were on the programme, as well 
as Natalia Makarova, an ex-Kirov star who now lives in the West, 
and Eva Evdakimova, another Soviet expatriate. Marcia Haydee 
and James Cragun came from Stuttgart; Stephanie Saland and 
Otto Neubert from the New York Gty Ballet; Gama! Gouda and 
Gigi Hyatt from Hamburg; Alicia Alonso and Orlando Salgado 
from Cuba; Antonio Castilla and Arantxa Arguelles from 
Madrid; Eileen Brady from Zurich; Paul Chalmers from London; 
Denys Gadio and Jan Broeckx from Marseille; and Wim Broeckx 
from the Dutch National Ballet. Local ballet stars included Maria 
Teresa Del Real, Pablo Savoye and Koen Onzia from the Ballet 
of Flanders. The guests, who danced for no fee, interpreted some 
of the most famous solos and duos of classic and modem ballet 
mid joined for the finale, led by Onzia. U.S. ballerina Eileen 
Brady addressed the crowd, dedicating her performance to her 
brother, who died from AIDS, and all AIDS victims. 

Yearly U.S. heart deaths exceed 4wars 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — In a single year, diseases of the heart 
and blood vessels kill far more Americans than died in World 
Wars I and n and the Korean and Vietnam wars, according to 
figures. Even though cardiovascular disease mortality basdrop- 
ped 20 per cent m the last decade, it still kills nearly 1 million 
people annually. Experts believe that many people fail to 
recognise the vast scope of this group of illnesses, which don’t 
seem to evoke as much fear as lesser killers. - “Much of the 
pren ^ e 2? h 3? d disabilit ycaube prevented these days if one 


mrdiovascular risk,” said Dr. Howard Morgan, president of the 

8™“? rekawd the latest death 
•statistics at the start of its annual science writers forum. Experts 
beheve that a sizable share of deaths from heart attadtand 
strokes can be prevented if people stop smoking, get their blood 
OTKOTre down and watch their diets to reduce cholestrol levels. 
Dimn & n f ? ur ,^ or t w ^ ra of d* century, 636,282 Americans 
^ for which thereme^^te 


other blood vessel djscascs.TTie second leading cauie ofdeatfa in 
1985 was cancer, whufr took 457,670 lives. SttSke, anofebtarf 
vessel disease, was third, killing 152,700. 
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